
 

Message from the President 

Hi Everyone, 

 I hope you had a great festive season and are ready for a “Ripper” 2020, (Now that’s positive 
thinking on display there).  I hope your neighbourhood was a beneficiary of the good rainfall 
around Christmas day, our flying friends were on the ropes before it arrived.  It came just in the nick 
of time, let’s hope we get some follow up soon. 

Please remain vigilant with the use of your smokers when carrying out your hive inspections.  FIRE 
is in forefront of everyones minds at the moment.  Be sure to adhere to any Total Fire bans in force 
in your Shire and thoroughly plan the use and extinguishing of any smokers, if in doubt ask one of 
the committee members.  

 I look forward to seeing you at our next club hive inspection on the 18th of this month, which will 
also combine with our committee meeting and hopefully include a guest speaker.  I think Polley will 
be covering some of this in this edition of the Waggle along with a few other interesting items that 
the committee have been working on since our last gathering. 

Hope to see you soon. 

The Appy Apiarist, 

Greg  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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The one big question that we all want to know, where did 2019 go and how did it go so fast?? 

2019 has been one of the worst years for beekeepers that many have known, the ongoing drought, 
bushfires and the resulting continuers smoke haze that has hung over Australia has been incredible, 
since September the amount of emissions just from the fires has expended over 50% of Australia’s 
emissions quota   

Dec. 9, 2019 (Image credit: NASA EOSDIS)
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When you see the the above photos, it makes you realise the extent of the damage caused by these 
fires. When you think that the NSW photo was taken 2 weeks before they reached their peak we 
realise to what a massive effect that these fires will have on the Beekeeping industry in Australia., 
long term beekeepers who have been in the industry all their lives are feeding their bee for the first 
time ever and will have to do so for the foreseeable future. 

On Friday I did a quick trip to Sydney to return my granddaughter home to Mum and visit a 
specialist, I sat in the waiting room with a young veteran from the Afghanistan conflict and his 
Mum who had just lost his property at Eden (NSW south coast) to the bushfires, their main concern 
was about how the bees would recover with all the damage to the trees, bush and blackened 
landscape.  This makes us realise how lucky we are living here on the Gold Coast where we 
escaped the worst of it all, and while our bees are not at the high production stage that they are 
normally at during January, they are alive and surviving so make sure that they have a good water 
supply close by with a few sticks/stone for the bees to rest on while drinking  (or to enable them to 
get out of the water) and pollen paddies/sugar syrup to ensure that they have a food supply. 

Further down in this newsletter there is an item from the Queensland Beekeepers Association 
(QBA) regarding a survey that I would like all members to read and compete. 

Greg, our appy President, has organised gold lapel bee badges that can be worn on shirts, caps and 
other garments to help promote the club and beekeeping, (see attached photo) that will be available 
at meetings for $5 each to raise funds for the club so please buy one to show your support for the 
industry and club. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Club member Fiona Ferge will give a talk about her experiences with the dreaded Varroa mite in 
Scotland at the next meeting, it will be very interesting as so far we are the only Continent or 
Country in the world that is Varroa free. 

This is a talk all beekeepers should attend, as it is not a matter of if the Varroa arrives in Australia, 
but when, and how to be best prepared to handle the situation when it arrises. 

Cheers 

JP 
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Kangaroo Island bushfires may have destroyed a quarter of island's 
Ligurian beehives 

By Casey Briggs and Eugene Boisvert 

 
PHOTO: Kangaroo Island apiarist Peter Davis has lost up to 400 of his beehives. (ABC News: Carl 
Saville) 

About a quarter of Kangaroo Island's beehives may have been lost in bushfires that 
devastated the western half of the island. 
Key points: 

• About 1,000 of Kangaroo Island's beehives could have been lost in bushfires 
• The honey has a unique taste because the island's bees mainly feast on native flowers 
• Bees cannot be brought onto the island to repopulate due to quarantine 

The island is home to the world's purest strain of Ligurian honey bees, which originally came from 
Italy. 
Apiary Alliance SA chairman Danny LeFeuvre said Kangaroo Island was a "bee utopia" because 
they mostly fed on native flora and were free of most diseases. 
He estimated about 1,000 of the island's 4,000 hives were damaged in the fire, which burnt most 
fiercely on Friday. 

Page  of 4 10

https://www.abc.net.au/news/casey-briggs/7300030
https://www.abc.net.au/news/eugene-boisvert/9902214
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-03/cfs-battles-kangaroo-island-fire-amid-extreme-heat/11838600
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-03/cfs-battles-kangaroo-island-fire-amid-extreme-heat/11838600


 
PHOTO: A damaged beehive on Kangaroo Island. (ABC News: Casey Briggs) 

South Australia's beekeeping industry has more than 60,000 hives. 
"It's not a large proportion of the industry, but it's certainly a vital and very important part of our 
industry," Mr LeFeuvre said. 
"There's always something flowering and bees did really well." 
He said bees would normally huddle in their hive during a fire as the temperature rose. 
Most hives are made of timber; beeswax is also highly flammable. 
Consumers are unlikely to see a spike in honey prices because of the damage, but Mr LeFeuvre said 
many people sought out Kangaroo Island for its unique taste coming from the bees' diet of mostly 
native flowers. 
"We're going to see a downturn in honey production come off the island," he said. 
"Absolutely we'd encourage any consumer if they see Kangaroo Island honey to definitely buy it." 

"Hopefully that can be passed or driven back to the farm gate and drive some profitability for the 
beekeepers on Kangaroo Island." 

 
PHOTO: Some of Kangaroo Island's beehives are still under threat from fire. (ABC News: Carl 
Saville) 

Devastating losses for apiarists 
Peter Davis's Kangaroo Island beekeeping business was ravaged by the fire. 
He lost up to 400 of his 1,000 beehives. 
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PHOTO: Beehives were also lost at Cudlee Creek and Padthaway. (ABC News: Carl Saville) 

His son's house burnt down, and in it 600 kilograms of honey turned into a sticky pool on the 
ground. 
Some of Mr Davis's hives are still under threat from fire. 

"We have a community spirit here on Kangaroo Island that is not burnable," he said. 
"It hurts. It hurts to see this and I don't want anyone to go through this again — but I will be here 
helping them." 
But even those that have survived are facing a dire future and may not be able to produce honey. 
"If we can't get them onto a resource where there's flowers, nectar and pollen, the queens will stop 
breeding and they'll just decline in numbers," Mr Davis said. 

 
PHOTO: Damaged beehives on Kangaroo Island. (ABC News: Casey Briggs) 

Bees and honey are not allowed to be brought onto the quarantined island, in order to protect the 
Ligurian strain. 
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Another 400 hives were lost in last month's Cudlee Creek fire, along with up to 600 at Padthaway. 
Most of the state's bees are currently in the South-East. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

QBA are currently in the process of preparing a submission for the inquiry. We would 
like to encourage members, particularly those affected by recent bushfires in 
Queensland and NSW to prepare their own individual submissions.  
All written submissions are being accepted until Friday the 28th of February 2020. 
You can access more information relating to the inquiry by clicking the link below: 
https://www.aph.gov.au/vegetationandlandmanagement 
QBA is also keen to hear from Beekeepers who have suffered losses due to the recent 
bushfire events covering Eastern Australia. It is important that we as your industry 
body have access to accurate figures and have the ability to translate these losses into 
assistance for the industry allowing us to better represent the beekeepers of 
Queensland.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Natural Cures for H. Pylori - Thanks to Bees 
Helicobacter pylori (H. pylori), is a spiral shaped bacterium commonly found in the stomach and 
believed to be contracted through water and food. The bacteria attacks and weakens the stomach's 
mucous lining and make it more susceptible to damage from gastric acids. The World Health 
Organization has classified as a class I carcinogen and recognized it as the causative agent for 
peptic ulcers, duodenal ulcer, gastritis, mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue lymphomas, and gastric 
cancer, which are extremely common diseases in the East Asian countries such as Japan and China. 
Those who developed peptic ulcers as a result of H. Pylori infection suffer from symptoms such as 
burning pain in the abdomen, nausea, bloating, weight loss, poor appetite, belching, diarrhea and 
vomiting. In serious cases, the bacteria can also attach to the stomach cells, cause an excessive 
production of stomach acid, chronic inflammation, or even gastric cancer. However, the majority of 
people do not know that they are infected with the bacteria as they have never experienced any 
negative health symptoms. 

Propolis 
Propolis, also known as bees' glue, is a resinous mixture collected by honeybees from a variety of 
plant sources used to keep the hive healthy and structurally sound. It contains over 300 natural 
compounds including amino acids, coumarins, phenolic aldehydes, and polyphenols. Many 
scientific studies have shown that propolis possesses active anti-angiogenic, anti-inflammatory 
compounds that able to effectively fight H. pylori infection (Journal of Enzyme Inhibition and 
Medicinal Chemistry, Vol 31, 2016). 
Manuka Honey 
Manuka produced by certain Leptospermum species native to New Zealand and Australia, is known 
to be able to kill the H. pylori bacteria (US National Library of Medicine). The "non-peroxide 
activity" in Manuka honey, which has been identified as methyl glyoxal (MGO), is responsible for 
the antimicrobial activity against the bacteria. Take one teaspoon of active Manuka honey 3 or 4 
times a day. Unlike antibiotics, Manuka does not have any side effects of conventional antibiotics 
(including amoxicillin, clarithromycin and metronidazole) and can be used long term. The alarming 
rate of antibiotic resistance has also rendered many antibiotic-based treatments for eradicating H. 
pylori infections strategies ineffective. Reoccurring infections are also not uncommon for patients 
have undergone courses of antibiotic medications. 
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-22/adelaide-hills-bushfire-destroys-more-than-70-homes/11821702
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https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/cancer-in-general/treatment/targeted-cancer-drugs/types/anti-angiogenics
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/antibiotic-resistance


If you have been tested positive for H. pylori bacteria in your blood test, consider using alternative 
natural medicine like Manuka honey and propolis as a treatment regimen as they may prove to be 
more effective and reliable than conventional drugs. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

How almond milk kills bees 
The bees are dying at an alarming 

rate, and America’s obsession 
with almond milk isn’t helping 

By Anne Wallace Jan 9, 2020, 4:09pm MST 

 
The role bees play in almond production may be putting them at risk. Scott G. Winterton, Deseret News 

What do almonds and bees have in common? Nothing to the average consumer. But commercial 
beekeepers in California — where 80% of the world’s almond supply is produced according to the 
the Almond Board of California’s Almond Almanac — see the almond industry as vital to keeping 
their businesses alive. 
And it may have negative effects for bees. 
The demand for almond milk has jumped by over 250% in the past five years, reports The Cut. The 
demand is so high that California beekeeper Dennis Arp told the Guardian he makes more than half 
his income from renting his hives out to almond groves. But in December he started to notice the 
practice was having a negative effect on his bees, and he wasn’t the only one. 
Beekeepers who loaned their bee colonies to almond farms were seeing record high bee deaths upon 
their return, according to the Cut. 
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http://www.almonds.com/sites/default/files/Almond_Almanac_2018_F_revised.pdf
https://www.thecut.com/2020/01/almond-milk-honeybee-deaths.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jan/07/honeybees-deaths-almonds-hives-aoe
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And that number may be as high as 50 billion bees just this winter, Delish reports. 
Patrick Pynes, a beekeeper who teaches environmental studies at Northern Arizona University, told 
the Guardian the bees in almond groves were being “exploited and disrespected.” 
Senior scientist for the Center for Biological Diversity, Nate Donley, likened sending the bees to 
almond groves to sending soldiers off to war. 
“The high mortality rate creates a sad business model for beekeepers,” he told The Guardian. “It’s 
like sending the bees to war. Many don’t come back.” 
But why are the almond farms so bad for bees? Scientific American reports that focusing on just 
almonds, or just any other one crop for that matter, prevents bees from getting the diversity of 
nutrients they need to be healthy, which makes them more vulnerable to disease and pesticides. 
The practice also requires beekeepers to pull their bees out of hibernation two months early, People 
magazine reported. 
This is the latest in a list of concerns for the bees, which have been suffering from a phenomenon 
called colony collapse disorder since 2006, according to the National Conference of State 
Legislatures. 
The EPA is taking steps to preserve bee populations, but despite the efforts recorded the highest 
ever winter bee losses in 2018, according to a University of Maryland study published in Science 

Daily. The study found that beekeepers in 2019 lost over 40% of their colonies.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Secretary Tony Parker 0408 879 826 secretary@gcrb.org.au 

Treasurer Peter Handy 0448 195 020 treasurer@gcrb.org.au 

Committee 1 Mike Hynes 0408 766 085 

Committee 2 Mitchell Pryce 0438 035 177 

Committee 3 Gray Carswell 0417 867 302 

Committee 4 John Polley 0421 992 208 johnpolley@bigpond.com 

mailto:secretary@gcrb.org.au
https://www.delish.com/food-news/a30457415/almond-milk-honey-bees/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jan/07/honeybees-deaths-almonds-hives-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jan/07/honeybees-deaths-almonds-hives-aoe
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/honey-bees-and-monoculture-nothing-to-dance-about/
https://people.com/food/almond-milk-industry-is-killing-billions-of-honey-bees-report/
https://www.ncsl.org/research/environment-and-natural-resources/pollinator-health.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/environment-and-natural-resources/pollinator-health.aspx
https://www.epa.gov/pollinator-protection/epa-actions-protect-pollinators
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/06/190619142532.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/06/190619142532.htm


FOR SALE 
Club Member Wayne Mole is exiting the beekeeping field to concentrate on flowers…. 

NO.. not Pansies but African Violets and has the following equipment for sale. 

 
Please contact Wayne or Sandra on Mob: 0478 772 833 to get some good 

equipment at the right price.
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