
A big thank you to Paul and Ellison Boles for 
being our gracious hosts for Christmas drinks 
and nibbles again this year. A great night was 
had by all who attended and the food was 
delicious, especially the Halloumi cheese baked 
with honey, although I do recommend that the 
serving platter be placed in front of me to save 
me reaching over everyone else to get to it…
absolutely YUM. 
The following Sunday Mike and Cheryl Hynes 
hosted a assembly workshop in Mikes shed 
where new beekeepers had practical experience 
in assembling hive boxes, lids and wiring 
frames. A great way for some of the clubs 
newer members to learn and also ask all sorts 
of questions. 
With no scheduled club meetings in January we 
will hold an informal get together at a date and 
venue to be advised in early January. 
On Tuesday I attended the Vietnam Veterans 
Xmas lunch at Nerang, a great afternoon with 
people who do so much to assist the Veterans in 
our community, once again their raffle was 
massive and I was fortunate enough to win a 
Xmas hamper….followed by four other prizes 
which I donated to staff who are so good to our 
servicemen and women. 
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A Christmas without Bees 
Have you ever stopped to think what Christmas dinner 

would be without bees? 
Can you imagine how it would be to sit down for 
Christmas dinner if there were no bees to pollinate the 
crops, just take a quick look at this photo and think what 
products are there because the crop was pollinated by 
bees and other insects. 

Veggie Platter…………Gone 
Smoked Salmon………No  lemon to garnish and flavour 
Mince Pies ………….. No grain to make pastry crust 
        …………  No fruit for filling 
Roast veggie platter…..Gone 
Roast Chicken ………Predominantly food.. Grain..Gone 
Puddin  ……………No flour (grain) no filling (fruit) 

Next time you sit down to eat a meal, stop and look at 
your plate, what food would not be there without the 
services of our insect friends who do the pollination that 
provides us the food we eat. 
No matter what sort of diet we eat, be it Vegan, 
Vegetarian, Paleo, Low-carb, Atkins or McDonalds it has 
been pollinated predominantly by bees.



The prior Tuesday I attended the volunteers lunch at the Currumbin Community Special School 
where once again I won the main raffle prize which in turn I donated to Alex, a year 12 students 
who convinced me that buying 6 tickets for $10 was a better deal that buying 3 tickets for $5. The 
sort of sales person that any smart business would have on their books. 
Mike Hynes and myself , along with Peter Handy and James Pearce had a look at the Vietnam Vets 
hives earlier this week and swapped over the hive box that had shown signs of wood rot and whilst 
doing so carried out a full hive inspection, the top supper should be ready for extraction in the new 
year so that the vets can restock their diminishing honey supply. 

New members are encouraged to attend all meetings and to ask questions, this is the best way for a 
newcomer to learn, talk with experienced beekeepers and offer to help them on their hives until you 
are confident enough to work your own hives independently. I worked with Mike Hynes recently re-
queening some hives, and he showed me a simple way to locate the queen in a hive where she was 
to be replaced, saving a hell of a lot of time. 

I will be spending  Christmas in Sydney with my family and returning with my beautiful 
granddaughter Carlie on January 1st, (she is going to mind Poppy for a week until Mum and Dad 
come up) so I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

Cheers and Bee Good 
JP 

The men of experiment are like the ant; they only collect and use. But the bee...gathers its 
materials from the flowers of the garden and of the field, but transforms and digests it by 

a power of its own.  
- Leonardo da Vinci 
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New bee semen a double-edged sword against possible varroa mite invasion 
ABC South West WA By Tyne Logan 
Fri 15 Dec 2017, 3:21pm 

A rather delicate artificial insemination procedure may hold the key to saving Australia's 
future bee populations from their biggest threat — the varroa mite. 
As countries around the world scramble to stop bee populations from disappearing, the Australian 
bee industry is divided on how to best protect bees from the destructive parasite. 
But it involves a controversial question that has split the industry: Should Australia be able to breed 
up varroa-mite tolerant bee colonies while risking bringing another harmful virus into the country? 

 
PHOTO: Under microscopic conditions, Ron Clarke artificially inseminates a bee. (ABC: Anthony 
Pancia) 

Ron Clarke is one of just a handful of bee breeders who uses artificial insemination to breed up 
colonies in Australia. 
It's delicate work under microscopic conditions, requiring tiny tools and a lot of patience but Mr 
Clarke is passionate about creating genetically superior bee colonies. 
He is particularly interested in breeding up bees that would be tolerant to varroa mite. 
The tiny mite is responsible for the collapse of many bee colonies world-wide but it hasn't arrived in 
Australia — yet. 
Mr Clarke said he could breed varroa-tolerant bees by bringing in bee semen from other countries 
such as New Zealand. 
It appears that Kiwi colonies have already been infected with the pest but have some bees strong 
enough to live through the invasion. 
But bringing bees into Australia from overseas presents a problem. 
The imported bee semen that could be used by Mr Clarke to build colonies with varroa tolerance is 
largely infected by a different threat — the deformed wing virus. 
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Mr Clarke is pushing the Federal Department of Agriculture and Water Resources to lift the ban on 
importing deformed wing virus into the country so he can easily use the stock. 
We asked for your thoughts on using artificial insemination to save Australia's future bee 
populations. 

Another threat to bees: Deformed wing virus 

 
PHOTO: Tiny tools are used to pull apart the queen bee's tail, before the semen is inserted. (ABC: 
Anthony Pancia) 

Deformed wing virus is a disease that, when symptoms are showing, shrinks and deforms the wings 
on bees. 
It is often recognised as the nail in the coffin to bee colonies already infected by varroa mite, 
however the impact of the virus on its own is much less harmful. 
Mr Clarke and his supporters argue that the threat posed by the varroa mite is far greater than the 
problem of introducing the deformed wing virus into Australia. 

"We should be able to get that stock in here and help us to overcome the shock of varroa because 
we're going to lose a lot of hives," he said. 

"In every industry you're going to get your 'for and against', but at this point in time until the bee 
keeper feels it hitting his hip pocket he's not exactly in tune with what we're trying to do." 
He said research showed it was also likely that the deformed wing virus would come into Australia 
with varroa mite, as it is the number one way it is spread. 
Biosecurity concerns of importing bee semen 
While there's some industry support for Mr Clarke's push to build up varroa-tolerant stock, his plans 
are controversial. 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council executive director Trevor Weatherhead said the risks 
needed to be carefully considered. 
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"Our biosecurity is paramount within Australia and we want to shut off all pathways that we can 
that will bring in something that will affect our industry here in Australia," he said. 

 
PHOTO: The drone is 'milked' for its semen. (ABC: Anthony Pancia) 

Like most people in the industry, he agreed the introduction of varroa mite into Australia was a 
matter of "when and not if". 
But he said there was a possibility that Australia could get varroa mite without also getting 
deformed wing virus, which would be far less destructive. 
He said the industry did not want to lose that chance. 
Mr Weatherhead said they were also already using their time advantage to look for other ways to 
lessen the impact of varroa mite in Australia. 
A report from the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources in 2008 found that deformed 
wing virus did not require risk management mainly due to the lack of consequences of its entry in 
the absence of varroa. 
But a spokeswoman for the department said because many people in the industry disagreed they 
included it as a restriction. 
She said they would not change the current requirements unless there was further evidence to show 
there was no risk to the bee population in introducing this virus. 

“There is one masterpiece, the hexagonal cell, that touches perfection.  
No living creature, not even man, has achieved, in the centre of his sphere, 
what the bee has achieved in her own: and were some one from another world 
to descend and ask of the earth the most perfect creation of the logic of life, 
we should needs have to offer the humble comb of honey.”  
- Maurice Maeterlinck, The Life Of The Bee, 1924
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Notice Board  
Sunday 18th February  10:30am  Information & Training  Meeting 
    Vietnam Veterans’ - 18 Leagues Club Dr. Nerang 

Beekeeping for Beginners 

Saturday 24th &   9:00am - 3:30pm 
Sunday  25th February 2018  9:00am - 3:30pm 
     Kevin Finn’s Waratah Apiary 
     6 Waratah  Court 
     Bonogin Qld 4213 

     Cost :  $65.00 includes Bee veil and 
      Coffee/tea & BBQ sausage sizzle 
   

RSVP  Thursday 22 February 2018  (Kevin Finn)    
Mob:  0413 282 836 

Pay:   GCRB  BSB 484 799 
          A/C 123519066 
         Ref: Your Name 

The Australian Honey Bee Industry 
“Biosecurity Code of Practice” 

The Code requires beekeepers to inspect hives at least twice per year (minimum 4 months apart) 
and to keep accurate records of their findings, records may be electronic or paper based and kept for 
3 years minimum. If it is not recorded they deem that the inspection has not taken place. 

Under Requirement 6.4 of the Code,  
“each hive must be clearly and legibly marked with the Beekeepers allocated “Hive Identification 
Number” (HIN) in accordance with relevant state or territory legislation.” 

All Beekeepers MUST be registered with their relevant State authority  

Government Contacts 
Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 

www.daf.qld.gov.au/animals/bees 

New South Wales 
Department of Primary Industry 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/bees

Club Contacts 
President:	 	 John Polley	 	 0421 992 208	 president@gcrb.org.au

Secretary:	 	 Tony Parker	 	 0408 879 826  	 secretary@gcrb.org.au

Treasurer :	 	 Roslyn de Boer	 0417 142 072  	 treasurer@gcrb.org.au

Membership:		 Roslyn de Boer	 0417 142 072

Editor:		 	 Pam Gray	 	 0428 628 434

Committee:	 	 John de Boer	 0417 142 073

	 	 	 Kevin Finn	 	 0413 282 836

	 	 	 Mike Hynes	 	 0418 766 085

	 	 	 Paul Boles	 	 0404 243 358
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