BEE BIZ

July 2018

The Newsletter of the Northern Rivers Amateur Beekeeping Association Inc.
President
Vice-president
Secretary
Treasurer
Equipment Officer
Library
Editor

Robert Stone
Michael Koenen
Sally McMahon
Sandy Stewart
Stephen Fowler
Brian Window
Ruth Walker

0432 277 317
0414 621 975
6624 3317
0411 845 290
0418 412 621
0466 790 736
0410 519 190

red.stonee68@gmail.com
koenen@westnet.com.au
sallyandkids13@gmail.com
addbalance14@gmail.com
fowlerstephen@y7mail.com
brianwindow@internode.on.net
northernrivers.editor@beekeepers.asn.au

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Hello beekeepers new, and knowledgeable.
It was great to see you all at the last club day at my
place. I hope you all enjoyed yourselves. Thankyou
to everyone for making it another successful day.
At the meeting afterwards, points were raised that
require further discussion. If there is anything you
would like to add please talk to a committee
member so it can be tabled at a committee
meeting. The next committee meeting will be held
at Merv and Shirley's on the 5th of August at
2:30pm.
The next Club Day will be held over the border in
Nerang. The club is hiring a bus for the trip up and
back, please contact me or Sally asap as space on
the bus is limited. It will be leaving from the
carpark opposite Oaks Oval Dawson Street
Lismore approximately 8 am.
Happy beekeeping and see you all at the next club
day.
Robert
One of Robert’s neighbours

Combining hives at the Club Meeting

FROM THE HIVES - JULY

Last month, lightening the hives before moving by
making them all one brood and one nearly empty
super was mentioned. Well, nature came good
and there was a good late flowering of the tea tree
in June-July, so much so that the strong hives filled
up the supers to the brim. So, the hives have now
been under-supered and clearer boards will be
slipped in under the top boxes later this month to
again make the hives ready to move. The next
move is up to Rous to work the red soil which has
good producers in macadamias and guoia, to name
just two. There does seem to be misgivings this
year among most beekeepers about possible wipeouts due to spraying of the macadamias in the
daytime.

The four hives moved home for the bee course
have been moved back to Coraki and sit in the
main apiary. When they were opened during the
bee course, they were so nasty that they cleared
my yard of instructors and students in a few
minutes. Most disrobed out near the letterbox.
Also, my wife and I could not sit outside for the
best part of the next week. When moved in they
were put in a cold spot behind a big fig tree (due to
equipment failure), and the cold weather would
have kept all the field bees inside. Remember to
choose warm spots with direct sun for beehives. As
in humans, such extreme nastiness can be
breeding or circumstances
Brian

Learn Beekeeping Course
The second of the two beekeeping courses
starts on Saturday August 4th and is full. The
next course is planned to be in early June next
year, and people who are interested can put
their name on the contact list by emailing
either Brian or Tony.
brianwindow@internode.on.net and
tdlamont@bigpond.com.

JULY FLOWERING
Again, not much change is likely in bee friendly
flowering. I don't expect any new flowering on
eucalypts until the Yellow Stringybark/White
Mahogany in around September or October.
There is a burst on the tea tree, Melaleuca
quinquenervia, at the moment. I would not expect
a further flowering. But you never know. As far as
I can see on the ones growing in my backyard
there are not any bud spikes to come. If you live
or have bees in range of heathland there is a
multitude of winter flowering species to keep bees
happy.
The Red Gum is fully into its stride, with some
Grey Ironbark flowering with it. The ironbark
seems a trifle slow to get going fully around my
country.
The red soil country, once upon a time called
scrub country. Meaning of course that the Big
Scrub was the dominant vegetation growing on
it. Not all that long ago it was all dairying. Now
mostly Macadamia orchards. It has been used by
beekeepers for one hundred years, attracting
goodly numbers of hives from the tablelands.
Almond pollination and canola being grown ever
further north has changed that in most years. But
the prolonged dry up there may mean a few
venture down here. I was speaking to one of them
and he was keen to come down to the red soil in
August/September.
This red soil country now grows a number of
species of eucalypt that probably did not occur
there originally. There is a lovely specimen of
Spotted Gum on Lindendale Road, and Mugga
Ironbark at the TV station. The Mugga is in full
flower now. Naturally it occurs over
the Main Range and further west. A major honey
source flowering in the winter, but is another
eucalypt lacking useful pollen.
Geoff Manning

Mugga Ironbark

The potentially devastating varroa mite, which
could wipe out the Australian beekeeping
industry, has been detected in Victoria.
A bee colony infested with the varroa mite was
detected on Wednesday at the Port of Melbourne on
a ship from the United States.
A colony was found in a wooden crate and tests
revealed some bees were infested with varroa mite,
but the exact variety of the varroa mite is yet to be
determined.
Australia is one of the last remaining countries in the
world to be free of the blood-sucking varroa
destructor, which has already devastated bee
colonies in New Zealand, the United States, and
Europe.
Varroa destructor is the breed of mite that affects
European honey bees, which agriculture industries
around the world rely on for pollination.
However, north Queensland has had recent
incursions of the less dangerous varroa jacobsoni,
which only infects Asian honey bees.
Agriculture Victoria chief health plant officer Nigel
Ainsworth said the master of the ship reported seeing
dead bees on the ship, which was immediately
investigated by Agriculture Victoria and the
Commonwealth Department of Agriculture and Water
Resources (DAWR) upon docking at the Port of
Melbourne.

Varroa impact around the
world
It has been reported that hived bees in the
United States dropped by about 30 per cent
when it was found there, and native bee
populations in New Zealand dropped by 90
per cent when it hit NZ.
Last year it was reported that bees in the
United States and Europe were starting to
evolve through natural selection to survive
the mite that was decimating their
populations.
At the time, Professor Stephen Martin, chair
of animal ecology at Salford University in the
United Kingdom, said in some instances
bees were living with varroa mites and an
associated virus, without any other
treatment.
Professor Martin said although the process
of evolution was slow, it gave the industry
hope and sparked an interest in better
beekeeping methods, with people entering
the industry to try to save the bees.
He said while the varroa mite sucked the
blood of the bee, it was the transmission of a
virus into the bee that really caused the
damage.

Mr Ainsworth said the colony had been destroyed
and Agriculture Victoria was "confident" the situation
was contained to the single colony.

"In areas where there is no virus, the bees
and the mites can live together, but this is
extremely rare," he said.

He said three other wooden crates on the ship from
Texas had also been secured.

"The mite is simply the vector for the virus to
get into the bee.

"We haven't had final confirmation as it's a fairly
specialised area to formally ID them, but
unfortunately we're fairly sure that it's going to be
varroa destructor," Mr Ainsworth said.

"In Europe and America almost every single
bee has got the virus."

"[That is] the bad varroa mite, given that it came from
the US where that's the form of varroa that is
prevalent."
Mr Ainsworth said cold weather conditions meant the
bees were lethargic and "pretty unlikely" to have
flown beyond the ship.
Laboratory tests of the established sentinel hives at
the port returned negative readings for varroa.
As a precaution, more sentinel hives have been
installed and floral sweep netting has been
undertaken within the port precinct and the adjacent
parkland.

MURWILLUMBAH SHOW
The Murwillumbah Show will be held on 2nd and 3rdNov
this year with an emphasis on local agriculture. We
would like to run a workshop on bee-keeping and are
asking if someone from your association would be
available to conduct such an event. Maybe you have a
member in the Tweed Valley who is experienced in this
matter and could come to the show.
Looking forward to your reply
Kind regard Ralph Kraemer
Hon. Treasurer Tweed River Agricultural Society Ltd
If anyone can help out contact Robert Stone for details.

NEWS FROM OZ

STERITECH TRIP

Coles drops Allowrie ( Capilano owned) imported
honey

The club is organising another consignment of
gear to be irradiated at Steritech in Narangba. The
equipment will be assembled on to pallets at the
home of our carrier, Andrew Ware, Springrove
Road at 9am on Saturday 28th July. The pallets
should be returned about 1 week later if all goes
according to plan. It is best if the equipment is
delivered to the assembly point in 3 or 4 high
stacks with lids and bases, locked with an Emlok,
and with no access points for bees. If stickies are
in the boxes, sheets of newspaper should be
between the boxes to soak up honey. No frames of
honey or indeed any honey in containers can be
sent without consulting the organisers.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/programs/nswcountry-hour/2018-07-06/coles-drops-allowrieimported-honey-fromshelves/9947924?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium
=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=82a619
4b9fb55c534fcfaae4f4e98955405edd236eee09cd766
e52971458eae3&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email
%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topsto
ries_articlelink
Queen Bees mate with many more drones than
previously thought
http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2018-0712/queen-bees-mate-with-many-more-dronesthan-previouslythought/9981786?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium
=email&utm_campaign=%3a8935&user_id=82a619
4b9fb55c534fcfaae4f4e98955405edd236eee09cd766
e52971458eae3&WT.tsrc=email&WT.mc_id=Email
%7c%7c8935&utm_content=ABCNewsmail_topsto
ries_articlelink
Thanks to Kevin Lyn for the links

The cost will be based on the number of full depth
10 or 8 frame boxes with their contents, and has
been in the past about $13.50 per box. Individual
invoices for the consignment will be sent out after
the boxes are returned.
Contact Stephen Fowler or Brian Window to
discuss what you wish to send if it is not 8 or 10
frame Langstroth size.
There are two white telescopic lids that were not
collected from the last consignment, and they can
be picked up at 54 Donnans Road, Lismore
Heights.

NEW EQUIPMENT

Bee Ready for Spring
Now is the time to prepare for spring.
Putting together spare hive boxes, lids, bottom boards, painting and repairs if necessary. Prepare your frames
ready for foundation and inspect your equipment, making sure it is in good repair and ready to go.
Stephen and Janet Fowler have fresh supplies of frames, supers and foundation available now and carry stocks
of most common beekeeping equipment, as well as pots and jars for honey sales.
There will be limited space on the ute to Nerang at the next meeting so where possible ring beforehand order
and pick up from 5 Robb Street, Alstonville (in the Russellton Industrial Estate). Call Stephen (0418 412 621) Janet
or Stephen will be at Robb Street on Friday and Saturday 10am -4pm till the end of July.
Ring for August opening times.

NEXT MEETING - SUNDAY 29th July
Location: Jim and Olive Cavanaugh’s house

MEMBERSHIP CARDS are now printed each
month, if you haven’t got yours attend a club
day and pick yours up.

16A Country Cres Nerang Qld 4211

Time: 9.30-10.00am
Transport: Personal Transport or Club Bus
The club has hired a bus, seats should have been
booked by the 17th July however give either of the
below a call to see if there are any seats left.

KEEP YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO
DATE
NRABA members are reminded to go to the
ABA’s website http://www.beekeepers.asn.au
and check their contact details. Click on the
drop-down menu at the top right of the
homepage to sign in.

Robert Stone 0432277317
Tanya Rumpf 048759810
Sally McMahon 0429224900
Directions:
Get onto the M1
After crossing the QLD border take exit 71
Take route 90/Nerang Broadbeach Rd
Merge onto Cayuga St 150 m
Turn left Gilston Rd 1.2 km
Turn right Weedons Rd 1.1 km
Turn left Beaudesert Nerang Rd route 90 2.2km
Turn right Crane Cres 650 m
Turn left Country Cres 300m
It’s a long narrow driveway to the house.
Bee meeting signage will be in place.

What to bring:
•
•
•
•
•

Either a morning tea item or a salad.
Raffle items are always appreciated
$5 per head for morning tea/lunch
Beekeeping protective equipment
Shade/sun protection

FACEBOOK
The link to the NRABA Facebook group is
below.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/37180143
6599763/
The group is a place for sharing information
about the activities of the NRABA and for
information on beekeeping in general.

THE BUZZ FROM THE ABA
URGENT REMINDER
All Beekeepers MUST be registered with DAF /
DPI in order to keep bees. This IS LAW!
QLD: www.daf.qld.gov.au Animals > Bees >
Register as a beekeeper
NSW: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au Animals &
livestock > Honey Bees > Beekeeper
registration

Activities:
Looking at the difference in production of
wooden and polystyrene hives.
Building Lids and Base Boards
At the present time we are building an extraction
and heat shed for our bees and we are looking
forward to any input you have what is needed in
this shed.

Some of Robert’s Hives

