
The Waggle May 2018

The Regional Report 
We are looking forward to a very busy June, starting with a bee talk at the Elanora Library on 
Wednesday 6th at 11am, the Queensland Beekeepers Association AGM on Saturday 9th at Honey 
DownUnder, located at Mica Street, Carole Park from 2pm to 5pm. 

A talk at the Broadbeach Library from 11am on Tuesday 12th, our Club Information & Training 
meeting starting at 10am Sunday 17th followed by a BBQ. Another talk at the Worongary State 
School from 9am on the 20th, followed by the NSW Apiarist AGM on Tuesday 26th. The 3rd 
Australian Bee Congress from the 27th until the 30th of June and then Australian Native Bee 
Conference, all of the last 3 events are being held at the RACV Royal Pines Resort on the Gold 
Coast. 

For further information on these events visit: 

https://www.nswaa.com.au/agm-2018
http://australianbeecongress.com.au/program/
http://australianbeecongress.com.au/speakers/
https://australiannativebeeconference.com.au/

The last Information and Training meeting held at the Vietnam Veterans complex, was addressed by 
club member Dave Perkins. Dave spoke of his 12 month scholarship working at the Israeli Botanic 
Gardens. Some parts of the gardens looked like they had just been picked up and transported to Israel 
from different regions of Australia. 

Dave explained that the Gardens are broken up into various international zones, with the flora from 
each area set out as you would find it in each of the native countries. 

The Australian section had a great diversity of shrubs and trees ranging from various Eucalyptus, 
Grevillea and Leptospermum, to the commonly found ‘Pig Face’, that we see on the dunes here on 
the Gold Coast.  
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Dave explained how due to the very limited rainfall in Israel, all the gardens were installed with drip 
feed systems and the problems that they have with various animals, (from Hedgehogs to Coyotes), 
digging the pipes up to get the water. 
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A Leptospermum Polygalifolium in full flower, surrounded by ‘Pig Face’ ground cover

Drip feed irrigation being installed prior to planting various ground cover and shrubs.
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The next photo is a great shot of a Chameleon that he stumbled upon while trimming some of the 
shrubs. It is amazing how they change body colours to blend in the their surroundings and how the 
whole eye socket follows your movements. 

At various times Dave worked in the International gardens, Rare seed collection area, Mapping, 
Quarantine and in the new Conservatory building that was under construction whilst he was there. 

The Treetops Skywalk with the raised walkway and inbuilt running stream being constructed, prior 
to the opening of the exhibit. 
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From the June meeting (Sunday 17) and each following Club meeting held at the Vietnam Veterans 
Complex, Nerang, Club members will be carrying out an inspection of all the hives there, (weather 
permitting). The native bees will be inspected 2 or 3 times per year. 

This is a chance for club members to help out and learn from some of the clubs more experienced 
apiarist such as Kevin Finn and Mike Hynes. 

They will actually guide the new beekeepers on the what, when, how and why of keeping bees, with 
lots of information and tips that you would not normally get out a books. 

If there are any topics that you would like discussed at the monthly meetings, please contact one of 
the committee members listed on the last page of the Waggle 

Gold Coast Regional Beekeepers Inc. The Waggle - June 2018 Page !  of !4 9

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



The Waggle May 2018

Come along early to the club meetings for a coffee/tea and chat. Following the June 17 meeting there 
will be a BBQ, enabling members to socialise and chat informally with other club members. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The club will have a number of Queens and Nuc hives ordered for early spring (Nucs’ most likely 
October). If you plan to re-queen your hives or get some Nucs’ for spring please contact Roslyn 
(Mob: 0417 142 072), or myself (Mob: 0421 992 208), to have your name and number of Queens/ 
Nucs added to the list. 

Prices will be advised when the breeders advise the Club a non-refundable deposit of 50% will be 
required to have a firm place on the list, with full payment made 1 month prior to expected delivery.  

Disclaimer: The Club has made all efforts to arrange the Queens and Nucs from reputable breeder/s, 
We make no guarantee of their strength or longevity after collection. The Club has simply facilitated 
the acquisition as a benefit for club members. Advise and assistance are always available for 
members on installing queens and caring for their bees including their Nucleus hives.. If any major 
problems arise after collection, discussions will be directly with the breeder. 

Collection from the Club will be on the date and time to be advised, unless prior arrangements are 
made. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Membership is up for renewal on the 1st of July 2018, fees will be held at the same rates as last year 
($30 single and $40 Family, appropriate renewal forms will be emailed during June. Fees can be paid 
by EFT (noted on form), stating name as reference. 

Cheers and looking forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 

JP 

********************************************************************* 

Bees are starting to evolve to survive destructive varroa mite, researcher says 
ABC Rural 
by Robin McConchie 
Posted 28 June 2017 at 4:27pm 

Bees in the United States and Europe are starting to evolve through natural selection to survive 
a mite that has been decimating their populations. 

Professor Stephen Martin, chair of animal ecology at Salford University in the United Kingdom, said 
in some instances bees were living with varroa mites and an associated virus, without any other 
treatment. 

“We are trying to understand what is happening,” he said. 

Although the process of evolution is slow, it has given the industry hope and sparked an interest in 
better beekeeping methods, with people entering the industry to try and save the bees. 
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“Without the beekeepers in some areas, the honey bees would have disappeared completely,” Dr 
Martin said. 

“One of the benefits for Australia is if we can understand what is going on, we can tell you 
[Australian beekeepers], what to look for, what sort of set-ups work, what treatments are needed. 

“It used to be very bleak for a long time, [but], the bees are sorting themselves out. 

 “We just need to help the beekeepers understand how to speed up the process.” 

Australia will not be immune from mite. 

However, Dr Martin, who was keynote speaker at the Queensland Beekeepers Association 
Conference in 2017, also warned the devastating varroa mite would get into Australia and cause 
serious damage to the nation’s honey bee industry and native bee populations. 

He said it was a matter of when, not if, the varroa destructor mite established itself in the country’s 
bee colonies. 

“It is a testament to your biosecurity service that it is not here yet, but we live in a global community 
and, as a case in Townsville recently showed, it is just a matter of time,” Dr Martin said. 

“It will just come in accidentally on a passenger or in a shipping container. You are lucky so far, but 
eventually it will arrive.” 

Dr Martin said he would not wish the introduction of varroa on anyone. “It has spread around the 
world, but it is not the complete devastation some think it night be,” he said. 

Beekeeping has not collapsed in Europe or America, but it requires a huge amount of management, 
more intervention and increased use of pesticides into colonies to control the mite. 

“You will suffer a large number of colony losses of up to 80 to 90 per cent initially, until people start 
to get used to it,” Dr Martin said. 

“The other big problem is you will lose all your feral colonies as well and [with] that free pollination 
disappears. 
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Researchers are looking into how bees are starting to survive the varroa mite. (Flickr: leemt2)
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“Every colony that dies breeds mites and they go back to re-infest colonies even if they have been 
treated.” 

Dr Martin said the impact on the bees was subtle because it was usually a couple of years before the 
colonies started to die. But by that time, the mite had established itself around the country. 

He said while the varroa mite sucked the blood of the bee, it was the transmission of a virus into the 
bee that really caused the damage. 

“In areas where there is no virus, the bees and the mites can live together, but this is extremely rare,” 
he said. 

“The mite is simply the vector for the virus to get into the bee. 

“In Europe and America almost every single bee has got the virus.” 

Dr Martin said there had been massive colony loss in the US and Europe and many commercial 
beekeepers had lost their livelihood, while hobby beekeepers had stopped keeping bees. 

Compounding the problem, he said, was the fact that miticides quickly developed resistance and the 
virus appeared to be impacting other pollinators. 

********************************************************************* 

Watch a Massive ‘Pollen Cloud’ Explode from Late-Blooming Tree 
By Brandon Specktor, Senior Writer | May 9, 2018 05:14pm ET 

A backhoe approaches a pine tree at the height of allergy season. It takes only a single nudge - boop! 
- and a massive cloud of yellow dust oozes from the branches like a toxic fog. 
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Varroa mites on a honey bee pupae. A virus the mites carry is damaging to bees. 
(Supplied: Queensland Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry)
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But that’s no fog. As anyone who has to park their car under a tree in springtime will tell you, this 
cloud is pure pollen. 

Pollen is a grainy, plant-produced substance that carries the tools that seed-plants need to create male 
gametes - aka, sperm. While pollen is not actually sperm itself, pollen grains do contain the cells 
necessary to transfer the male half of the plants’ DNA to a compatible plants’ female counterparts 
(like the pistil and female cones). You could say, as Live Science writer Natalie Wolchoever once 
did, that pollen is plant sperm powder. 

The sneeze-inducing scene above was captured in Millville, New Jersey, earlier this week and has 
since been viewed more than 3 million times. White the footage left some viewers scratching their 
heads in amazement, it left many others rubbing their eyes in painful familiarity. [9 Myths About 
Allergy Season] 

“This [scene], is not unusual, “Sheila McCormick, an adjunct professor of plant and microbial 
biology at the University of California, Berkeley, told Live Science. “In general, most plants produce 
much more pollen than is needed. For example, a single corn plant produces 2 [million], to 5 million 
pollen grains and an ear of corn has a few hundred seeds. This is especially true for plants that are 
wind-pollinated.” 

Pine trees, like the ones in the video above, are no exception. Some species of pine can produce up to 
5lbs. (2.2 kilograms), of pollen in just a few weeks, according to Robert Bardon, associate dean for 
extension in the department of forestry and environmental resources at North Carolina State 
University. Why make so much pollen? Call it offspring insurance. 

“From an evolutionary perspective, large quantities of pollen dispersed by wind will ensure that the 
species can be reproduced over large areas,” Bardon told the Charlotte Observer. 

Once unleashed by the wind, pine pollen can travel up to 300 feet (91 meters), from its origin tree, 
Bardon said. By spreading their seed far and wide, trees ensure their genetic diversity. And they also 
ensure that many, many people will be washing their cars a lot this summer. 

********************************************************************* 

Information on Country of Origin Label requirements to be included in July Waggle
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Back Hoe approaching tree Bumps tree releasing Pollen Backs off in a cloud of Pollen
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N ot i c e  B o a rd  
Upcoming Events 
Sun June 17 2018  Topic: TBA 10:00 start 
  Venue: 

Vietnam Veterans, 
18 Leagues Club Drive, Nerang 

Fri June 22 2018  Load up for Mudgeeraba Show 09:00 
  at: 62 Cotlew Street, Ashmore  
  Setup at Mudgeeraba Show Ground 10:00/:30 

Sat/Sun 23/24 June  Mudgeeraba Show - Club Stall 08:00 
  at: 62 Cotlew Street, Ashmore  

Wed-Sat 27/30 June  Australian Bee Congress at RACV Royal Pines Resort 
Sun 1 July  Australian Native Bee Conference venue as above 
   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CPR, First Aid refresher 
Members are reminded to contact Roslyn by email (roslyn@rojotrading.com) with expressions of 
interest in attending this course. Dates and times will be advised. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

URGENT REMINDER 
All Beekeepers MUST be registered with DAF / DPI in order to keep bees. This IS LAW! 
QLD: www.daf.qld.gov.au Animals > Bees > Register as a beekeeper 
NSW: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au Animals & livestock > Honey Bees > Beekeeper registralion 

Club Contacts 

President / Editor John Polley Mob: 0421 992 208 president@gcrb.org.au 
Secretary Tony Parker Mob: 0408 879 826 secretary@gcrb.org.au 
Treasurer / Membership Roslyn de Boer Mob: 0417 142 072 treasurer@gcrb.org.au 
Webmaster: Nasser Kaviani Mob: 0409 440 595 
Editor: Pam Gray Mob: 0428 628 434 
Committee John de Boer Mob: 0417 142 073  
 Kevin Finn Mob: 0413 282 836 
 Wayne Mole Mob: 0409 511 560 
 Mike Hynes Mob: 0418 766 085 
 Paul Boles Mob: 0404 243 358
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