The Waggle
Newsletter of the Gold Coast Regional Beekeepers Inc
President – John Polley
Secretary – tba
Treasurer – Roslyn de Boer
Editor
- Paul Boles

Next meeting –Sat 19th November
Currumbin Community Special School
9:30pm start

Your voice in local beekeeping
PO Box 319
Ashmore City Qld 4214
Tel : 0404 243 358

November Edition 2016

President’s Report
October has been and gone and on Tuesday
15th, late at night our Toowoomba Nuc’s
will be arriving, I should have the hives
back on the coast by about 9:30 /10:30pm
to a central pick up area. All hives will have
to be picked up on the night as now that I
am living on the 10th floor of an apartment
block I won’t be able use my balcony as a
storage area. All members with Nuc’s will
be advised by separate email a day or two
prior to the event.

Club members have been busy manning the
stand at the Gecko “Eat your Backyard” day
that was held at Nerang, the club was asked
to present a 30 minute talk about bees
besides selling honey, bees wax candles, a
variety of plants and answering many
questions about both Native and Honey
bees. We were very fortunate to have a
Lillypilly tree (sorry Dave, I don’t know its
botanical name) that was in full flower
alongside our stand where both types of
bees were working the flowers, this enables
us to demonstrate how species can both
forage on the one plant without animosity,
and to show that when the temperature

dropped below 18 degrees Celsius the
natives returned to their hives.
These events are a great way for new club
members to learn about bees by listening to
the many questions that our more
experienced members answer and at the
same time by supporting your club.

On Friday night a small group of club
members attended the Currumbin
Community Special School’s Student art
exhibition and auction, a fantastic night that
raised nearly $5,000 towards more
specialised equipment. Honestly, the works
produced by these disabled kids far
exceeded the standard of many exhibitions
that I have attended in Sydney over the
years.
Even though my apartment came complete
with artworks, I could not resist bidding on
a special work entitles “Seahorses” that
suits my new dwellings. Both the Federal
(Karen Andrews) and State (Jann Stuckey)
both attended the night which gave me a
great chance to fill them both in with what’s
been happening with our club.

Saturday was also “Open House” day for
several Gold Coast places including the ABC
radio station 91.7 FM where I spoke about
beekeeping during their Gardening
segment. Whilst in the studio an ABC staff
member approached me to say that a
young boy in her tour group had heard me
speak before and was now getting 2 hives
for his family, After the segment I went out
to find Lisa, one of our new me
mbers that have 2 hives coming from
Toowoomba, and her 4 children taking part
in one of the studio tours.
The next Gold Coast Regional Beekeepers
meeting to be held at the Currumbin
Community Special School located at 5
Hammersford Drive, Currumbin on
Saturday 19th of November, from 9:30 for a
10:00am start, will cover one of the major
pests to beekeepers, Small Hive Beetle
(SHB). Kevin Finn will demonstrate the
various traps and methods used to contain
SHB in hives and the pro’s and con’s of each
methods. Whatever method you use, the
most effective way is to regularly check the
SHB traps that you have installed in your
hives.
The management committee will confirm
meeting dates and events for the 2017 year
and they will be posted on the
www.gcrb.org.au website by the end of this
month, should there be any subject that
you want discussed at the Information &
Training meetings, please contact one of

Jann Stuckey MP and GCRB President John Polley

our committee members and let them
know.
Paul Boles and his wife have generously
offered to host an informal pre-Christmas
get together on Saturday 26th of November
at their home in Ashmore that all members
and partners are invited to attend, full
details will be published in this edition of
the Waggle. RSVP is essential.
If you need some advice or just would like
to have a talk about what is happening with
your bees, remember to give one of the
Committee members a call, phone numbers
are listed in the Waggle.
Bee good to your girls and they will reward
you.
Cheers JP
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What tree is flowering?

Lophostemon confertus (Brush box)
Lophostemon confertus (or brush box), is an evergreen tree native to Australia, though it is cultivated
in the United States and elsewhere. Common names include brush box, Queensland box, Brisbane
Box, pink box, box scrub, and vinegartree. Its natural range in Australia is north-east New South Wales
and coastal Queensland.
It is considered useful as a
resilience, its high tolerance
the fact that it needs only
around 20 metres tall in its
smaller to around 10
accommodate overhead

street tree, due to its disease and pest
for smog, drought and poor drainage, and
moderate-to-light upkeep. It can grow to
natural range, but in cultivation will be
metres tall. . It often requires lopping to
power lines, but survives pruning quite well.

It has a denser foliage and
and is considered safer than
form it is used as a
Laurel (Cinnamomum
being weedy itself.

hence provides more shade than eucalypts,
eucalypts because it rarely sheds limbs. In
replacement for the weedy Camphor
camphora) while having a low potential for

Bees like Brush Box flowers , evident by Brush Box honey, which is very popular.
However, as a forest tree, brush box is an unpredictable nectar producer; under favourable conditions
it is a very high yielder. Buds appear on new growth in late spring and early summer, and flowering
follows shortly after. The honey is strong flavoured, light coloured and crystallises rapidly. (Bee
Friendly, Mark Leech 2012).
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.
“Ask
the Expert”
Each edition we will include Q&A’s from Kevin Finn, our most experienced Bee-keeper.
1. For new bee-keepers, how often should they be checking their new hives, and when should they

put the Super box on top?
No doubt by now everyone will have checked there hives at least once so will (or should) have an idea of how
many foundation frames have not yet been touched and how many frames are being covered by bees; this will
give you an idea on the strength of the hive so on your next inspection you will be able to compare & then plan
your next inspection. If on your inspection the hive is strong and they have drawn all the foundation frames
and the bees are covering, at a minimum, 9 of the frames then look at adding a super.
When adding the super pull up one of the frames from the brood box (if there is one they are using for the
storage of honey/pollen and not being one with eggs/larvae) and place it in the outside position, thus reducing
the frames to 9 in the brood box, and then add your 8 foundation frames. If you only half fill the super with
frames and conditions are good they will quickly make their own in the space provided and you will have a nice
mess to clean up. Check them in about a fortnight to see how they are progressing with drawing out the
foundation and there numbers should be increasing. If everything is going okay it is not necessary to check the
brood box every time you open the hive.
When checking frames in the brood box take extreme care as there is where the queen is and you do not want
to harm her.
If you get eager and add a super before they are ready they will start pulling down the foundation. If you leave
it too late they will build in the lid and you will have a mess to clean up.

2. 2.

I’ve heard people say they “sing and talk” to their bees. What is your favourite song that
you sing?

In my 40 yrs of beekeeping I have never sung to them although I have at times been known to utter some
unrepeatable syllables.

3. 3.

What should we be doing for water on these hot days for the bees, or do they just find
water?

Unless you have a creek or dam in close proximity it is a good idea to provide a source of water otherwise you
might see numbers of drowned bees in your/neighbours swimming pool. The source you provide when you first
get them can be as simple as a plastic chook self-waterer.
Fill the base with pebbles to prevent drowning. After going to all this effort they still might not use it and prefer
the dirty water in the bottom of the flower pots.
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For the new members collecting Nucs
You’ve probably heard what to do with your new hive, but to reinforce the setup process, some general
steps are :1. Location – you should have predetermined where the hive will be situated. Preferably facing
northerly, about 500mm off the ground, and not under trees, but in full sun;
2. At home – once in position open the hive that night and walk away;
3. Open the hive – after approx. 1 week, open the hive and inspect the frames for brood ie eggs,
larvae and emerging bees to ensure the Queen in working. Ensure you smoke before opening
and are kitted up appropriately.
4. Bee activity - you should take the time to check the hive from the outside at the same time
each day, to ensure you have increasing bee activity.
5. Super – the honey Super will be added when all frames have wax activity and honey
development (storage) on the outer frames. This will be approx. 1-2 months after pickup.
When you consider the time is right, the Queen excluder is inserted and the honey Super
positioned on top.
Initially there should be 10 frames in your hive. When installing the honey Super, take a honey
frame from the outside and put it up into the new Super. Re-arrange the brood frames with
more space, pushing the outside frames against the walls. There should be only 9 frames in the
new honey Super then.
When working with the hive, give the bees respect. Don’t open if it’s cold or windy, and smoke and
dress appropriately because a sting will hurt. Remember smoking before opening the hive is like
knocking on their front door asking permission to enter. Then be gentle with the little bees.
If you have any questions, or if in doubt, ask someone!! There are experienced members in the club
to assist you and answer your questions. We’ve all been there as first timers.

Club members in
action – John Polley
addressing a school
group, and John and
John at the Gecko
day. Lillypillys in
flower with native
and honey bees
sharing.

Beekeeping family stung by
North Queensland council laws

wrote Community and Client Services director
Bridget Mather.

PER ABC TROPICAL NORTH: HARRIET TATHAM 2610-16

"If the current zoning of a beekeeper is
residential, they would be required to submit a
development application for a Material Change
of Use to seek approval to conduct a bee
keeping operation. This is required for keeping
even a single hive."

A north Queensland hobbyist beekeeper says
he is outraged after being forced to get rid of
his four hives, following pressure from local
government.
Finch Hatton resident, Barry Parkins, has been
breeding native and honeybees on his
hinterland property for two years.
But after the Mackay Regional Council came
out to his property to investigate two
complaints, Mr Parkins said he is being forced
to rezone his land in order to keep the beehives
in his backyard.
"Under Rural Use Clause 8.2.2, the keeping of
any insect of any sort is not allowed — it's
basically against the council laws, [and] this
also includes your native bees as well," Mr
Parkins said. "It's quite a ridiculous situation
they're setting up — with the wording, even a
child with an ant farm can now also be
prosecuted by council," he said.
And Mr Parkins said rezoning his property was
far too expensive. "The costs can range
anywhere from $1600 to $24,000 — honestly,
for the average bee person, where do we get
the money for that?"
"We will have no pollinators left in Mackay," he
said.
Laws ensure safety, council says. In a
statement, the Mackay Regional Council said
the rezoning process was used to protect the
health, safety and wellbeing of the community.

Aust Honey Bee Council described the situation
as overkill, "I can fully understand if it was a
commercial operation, but in the case where
there's only a couples of hives and it's only a
hobby, then there's no reason that I can see for
having to rezone land," he said.
"As long you keep them in regards to the
recommendation in the Queensland
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, then
there should be no reason to have to rezone
land."
Other local councils have made plans to
encourage beekeepers to breed native bees,
as they understood the important role they
played in our ecosystem.
"If the bees are being forced to be removed out
because the council want to impose some
ridiculous fees on them and make them rezone,
then the neighbours will suffer because they
won't get their fruit and veggies pollinated."
So, when planning to keep bee hives, consider
State and Local rules. Thankfully on the
Goldcoast we follow the State guidelines in
regard to numbers.
The full article can be found at :www.mobile.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-05/beehivescreating-a-sitcky-situation-inmackay/7904782?pfmredir=sm

"The keeping of bees is defined as Animal
Husbandry under the Mirani Planning Scheme,"

Qld Government’s recommendation for
the number of bee hives that can be
kept on an allotment.

The Waggle

Page 6

First question you should always ask yourself: “Is there really a reason for you to find
the queen?”
Yes, all good to see her, but beyond the first glimpse to recognise what a queen looks
like, and particularly what your queen looks like, why waste time and subject the hive
to stress (by having the brood box open for an extended period of time) when all you
really need to know is:
1. Whether the queen is present and working? - Shown by the presence
in the brood nest of all four of the honeybee life stages - eggs, larvae, pupae and
adults.
2. Is she performing well? - Shown by the overall brood pattern
3. Are her progeny performing well? Indicated by the amount of honey they are
bringing in and their behaviour.
An excerpt by Des Cannon
from The Australasian Beekeeper
As seen in the Bayside Beekeepers Ass newsletter

Club Equipment and supplies :
Our equipment officer, John de Boer, has most bee-keeping requirements in stock. Members
requiring stocks should call John (0417 142 073) and check stock-on-hand and make a suitable
time to collect from his Ashmore address.
As a Committee Christmas gesture in November :*
*

Club Shirts
Club hats

$25.00 reduced to $22.50
$15.00 reduced to $13.50
Fill those stockings!!

Club Officers :
John Polley (Pres) Mob: 0421 992 208
John de Boer (Equipment) - Mob: 0417 142 073
Roslyn de Boer(Treasurer) - Mob: 0417 142 072
Kevin Finn (Committee) Mob: 0413 282 836
Wayne Mole (Swarms) Mob: 0409 511 560

Bees Wax
We mentioned bees wax in the last
Waggle. John De Boer advises
foundation is in short supply, hard to
source and prices are rising.
Currently price is now $2.50 per
sheet. Call him if you need any as he
is low in stock.

Next Information and Training meeting to be held:
Saturday 19th Nov 2016
9:30pm for 10:00pm at the Currumbin Community
Special School, Currumbin

Please note that whilst Einstein may not have actually said this, it is believed that he should have!
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