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At a recent midweek field day - 5th Oct,  Penny Kaempff, 
Don Bridges and Peter Hattendorff transferred all bars 
(brood and honey) from the Top Bar Hive (originally 
donated by Corinne Jordan) to one of the recently 
completed Top Bar Hives (donated by Ian and Carol 
Donald and based on a plan from the Phill Chandler book 

‘The Barefoot Beekeeper’). These TBH dimensions are 
the same standard introduced to Qld by several people 
but in particular, Paul Wood of Brisbane Backyard Bees. 
Standardising the TB’s down to 430mm will allow the 
interchange of TB’s when producing Nuc’s and splitting 
hives to create new TBH’s.

‘Shaking’ is an Effective and Profitable Method for 
Managing AFB - By Adony Melathopoulos, Stephen Pernal and Robert 
Albright Beaverlodge Research Farm, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.

“As for (American foulbrood) remedies, I tried pruning out all 
those combs containing brood, leaving only such as contained 
honey, and let the bees construct new for breeding. It was “no 
use,” these new combs were invariably filled with diseased brood! 
The only thing effectual was to drive out the bees, into an empty 
hive. In this way, when done in season, I generally succeeded in 
rearing a healthy stock. But here was a loss of all surplus honey, 
and a swarm or two that might have been obtained from a healthy 
one.” -Moses Quinby, Mysteries of Beekeeping Explained, 1853
Moses Quinby (1810-1875) was the most successful beekeeper in 
his day. He is credited with being north America’s first commercial 
beekeeper and at his height he ran 1,200 hives in New York’s 
Mohawk Valley, capitalising on a 15 year suspension in sugar-cane 
production during and after the Civil War. While he is correctly 
identified as the inventor of the bellows smoker, his many other 
contributions are overlooked, most notably his innovative and 
effective way of managing American foulbrood (AFB).
Read the full story here: 
http://capabees.org/content/uploads/2013/02/shaking.pdf

NOTE: - Under the Biosecurity Act 2014, as of 1st July 2016 
American foulbrood disease will no longer be classified as 
a quarantine pest of bees. The disease is widespread, well 
established and cannot be controlled or eradicated. As part of 
your general biosecurity obligation, you have a responsibility to 
take reasonable and practical measures to prevent or minimise 
the biosecurity risk posed by American foulbrood disease.

BEE Alert!
AFB (American Foul Brood)

BEE in the loop - Tansfer of TOP BARS into new box

The kind of work performed by the 
worker depends largely upon her age. The 
first three weeks of her adult life, during 
which she is referred to as a house bee, 
are devoted to activities within the hive, 
while the remainder are devoted to field 
work, so that she is called a field bee.
Duties of the house bee
cleaning the hive and the comb - feeding 
the brood - caring for the queen - making 
orientation flights - comb building - 
ventilating the hive - packing pollen -  
water - nectar or honey into the combs - 
executions - guard duty.
Activities involving flight may start from 
the third day after emergence from 

the brood cell, but the young worker 
begins her actual foraging activity later. 
Between the 18th and the 21st day, her 
hypopharyngeal and wax glands have 
become too weak to function, so that 
she cannot produce royal jelly to feed 
the queen and the young larvae, nor 
wax to build comb cells. But by this 
time she is in perfect condition to fly 
and knows the geography of the locality. 
She therefore starts field work, fetching 
nectar, pollen, propolis or water, but 
always concentrating her activity on the 
immediate needs of the colony.

BEE Facts - FIELD bee or HOUSE bee

Trimming of brood comb so that it 
will fit the Phil Chandler TBH. 

Almost fully drawn and capped 
TB honey comb.

Completed TBH boxes 



Ian Williamson reported 2 swarms caught.  Rod Behan 
reported a phone call re swarm, but bees exterminated.

FLOWER REPORT
What’s flowering?

SWARM REPORT
Oct-Nov 2016

Jacaranda
Tea Tree
Plunkett Mallee Grevillea
Clover
Angophora
Cadaghi (Corymbia Torelliana)
Silky Oak (Grevillea robusta)

From Marcel Smit
The issue at hand
Last year I joined the the bee club, and this year I started with bees. 
I now have two Flow Hives. One is a full six frame (the Flow hive 
honey frames are quite big, so six takes up the space of an eight 
frame Langstroth) and the other hive is Flow Hive hybrid; meaning 
that there are three Flow Hive frames in the middle of the super with 
space for two Langstroth frames either side. I like that, as it is not 
as limiting in management as the full Flow Hive (afterall I can move 
frames up, and keep comb honey! too).
Establishing a bee hive, from either a split or a nucleus,  or growing/
reducing a hive for spring or winter maintenance requires that we 
add or remove/replace frames. This is where I see some downsides 
in the normal brood and super handling, whether that is a normal 
Langstroth or a Flow Hive. For instance, we have to remove or add 
in bunches of eight for an eight frame box to expand or reduce. A 
better and more natural way is of course the Top Bar concept, where 
the management of frames or bars should be gradual, and is limited 
by solid sides. If you wanted to, you could deal with single frames 
and reduce stress on bees, prevent small hive beetle etcetera.
The suggestion
Now, Jeff Owens mentioned some time ago, (at on one of the club’s 
great field days), the concept of a full langstroth frame top bar hive! 
And looking at the top bar hives we have at the club, they are indeed 
great to deal with bees, more natural, and less stressful for bees.  
Being a fan of the Flow Hive, where honey extraction is sooo much 
easier for both bee and man, I set off to make a hybrid top flow hive 
box. That sounds terrible, but really, the idea is just for a horizontal 
Flow hive. I would have two queen extruders to separate the brood 
and ‘supers'.
The easy part
Three weeks ago I just drove to Bunnings and shopped without plan. 
Some 1200mm x 285 x 19 pine seemed excellent. Two for the width, 
and one for the depth. Then some other timber to make a roof and 
bottom. Some thin plywood for bottom board (but the intention is to 
make this a screen bottom board). Four 1.2metre pine off cuts as legs 
should do the trick too. A roof that opens from the back of the hive 
giving easy access is the idea. I spent approx. $85.00. Coming home, 
a quick cut to provide for the sides giving a 465mm inner depth and 

a quick guide along the router for the two long pieces to cut out 
a 18mm deep x 10mm wide rebate to hold the frames is all I have 
done… I have no plans as yet to provide for inspection windows, but 
those would be fun.
The tricky bit
How far is the design? Well, not far. The planning stage, with several 
'strategies’ pencilled on the actual timber have left me in limbo. Still. 
The thing is, I really want this flexible so the concept of growing in a 
natural way can be achieved. Unfortunately, I have not come up yet 
with a simple plan to do this with the Flow Hive frames. The Flow 
frames require a cut out on the top and bottom of the timber to be 
able to extract the precious honey. Darn, flexibility and cut outs do 
not go together! That’s why I am still in drawing mode. 😊 
Going forward
My current stand on this is to just make a separate and fixed 
extraction area on one side of the hive. The underlying idea is that 
when by normal hive inspection I see that the Flow Hive frame 
is fully capped, I would move that Flow frame to the extraction 
area (that has the necessary cutouts), and extract honey the easy 
‘Flow’ way.This means that I leave a gap in the row of hive frames 
until I have extracted the honey and moved the now empty honey 
Flow frame back in situ. That also means that I have to disturb the 
bees only shortly, but twice. Could I leave the bees on the frame? 
Probably. So, will this work? I do not know, but giving it a try is 
something that I can do. More than happy to get some expert advice 
here if anyone want to comment!

Modified Flow Hive Top Bar hybrid.



First question you should always ask 
yourself: “Is there really a reason for you 
to find the queen?”

Yes, all good to see her, but beyond 
the first glimpse to resognise what a 
queen looks like, and particularly what 
your queen looks like, why waste time 
and subject the hive to stress (by having 
the brood box open for and extended 
period of time) when all you really need 
to know is:

1. Whether the queen is present and 
working? - Shown by the presence 
in the brood nest of all four of the 

honeybee life stages - eggs, larvae, 
pupae and adults.

2. Is she performing well? - Shown by 
the overall brood pattern

3. Are her progeny performing well? 
Indicated by the amount of honey 
they are bringing in and their 
behaviour.

An excerpt by Des Cannon

from The Australasian Beekeeper 

Sent in by Ray Goldsworthy.

To borrow any books form the library please contact 
Librarians: 
Penny Kaempff - P: 07 3822 6669
or
Bridget Barber P: 07 3161 5337 M: 0467 396 177 
E: barber.household@btinternet.com 
prior to each monthly meeting.

***Books pictured may not be part of the library and 
are just for design purpose.***
NEED A LIST OF BOOKS FOR HERE.

In the early 1940’s my Grandfather purchased a couple of 
acres of land in Redbank Plains, the farm had 100 hives. Even 
upon his death in 1977, my Mum and Dad maintained a couple 
of hives in their back yard at Mt Gravatt. As children our tasks 
were delegated to the honey shed and only occasionally were 
we allowed to help “with the rob”(holding the smoker was a 
big deal). 
 So what I took for granted for all those years (having bees 
around me and honey on tap) came to an end in 2014, when 
Dad’s last hive succumbed to Small Hive Beetle. Dad’s health 
dictated there would be no more hives. So, oh my goodness 
we needed to buy honey!  
 Having spent a large part of my childhood & teenage 
summers in a honey shed, there was no way I wanted to 
duplicate that amount of sweat and hard work. Hearing about 
the flow hive, it seemed a perfect solution, no robbing, no 
honey shed needed!
I joined the Bayside Beekeepers association in December 

2015and have learnt so 
much, that I wish I had 
joined years ago.  The 
knowledge and support 
I have received has been 
greatly appreciated.  I love 
the field days and the hands 
on experience has been 
invaluable to me.  Thank 
you to Jeff for his patience 
in showing me how to use 
a hive tool correctly.  Just 
love it!  
I purchased my flow hive in 
November 2015, it arrived 
in April 2016.  It was 
assembled and painted in May 2016.  On October 9th with 
the help of Jeff, Marcel and Ray, my Nuc hive was created 
and the Queen installed. 
My flow hive is now waiting to house its guests – November 
13th 2016 will be the big day!  Sooo looking forward to it. 
Thank you to everybody for your help.

BEE well read - feature 
book from our library

BEEkeeping tips- Finding the Queen
But do you need to find the queen each and every time you examine your hive?

BEE Introduced
Member - Judy-Joy Ridgway

We extracted around 60 kilos of honey from the club 
hives, no honey was removed from the top bar hive.
Some of the honey was a light colour and some honey 
was darker.
All the capping were pressed in the wax press at the 
end of the day.
We had lots visitors come into the extraction shed who 
asked lots of questions about how the extraction was 
done.

Honey Report from  
field day



YOUR COMMITTEE

FACEBOOK UPDATE

• Guest speaker: 
• Q&A:
• Flower report - what’s flowering in your area?
• Swarm report - have you seen/collected any 

swarms. Tell us abut it.
• Field Day Report

TIME:   Start time of 7.30am. 
WHERE:  Redlands Indigiscapes
  17 Runnymede Road
  Capalaba, QLD 4157

NEXT FIELD DAY
Sun 13th Nov 2016

NEXT MEETING
Thurs 17th Nov

ALL WELCOME members and guests are able 
to have “hands on experience” working with the 
hives. Spare bee hats and gloves are provided for 
non-members.  
Activities include inspection of hives and possible 
honey extraction.  
Refreshments are available at the end of the 
session (approx Noon).  
TIME:   Start time of 8.00am. 
  Gates locked at 8:30am. 
  Be there , rain hail or shine.  
WHERE:  Redlands Research Station DPI&F  
  via Delancey St, Cleveland. 
  (Front gate)  

President: Ray Goldsworthy
P: 07 32078151   M: 0409 134 526
E-mail: lizray74@gmail.com
Vice President: Barry Fanning
P: 07 3287 6205   M 0407 519 977 
E: bpfanning@hotmail.com.
Secretary: Paula Hogan
M: 0407 190 754 
E: paulagapgirl@hotmai.com
Treasurer: Sue Campbell
P: 07 3824 4881
E: scampbell@railcrc.net.au
Newsletter Editor: Position vacant - Please see Ray if you 
are interested
P: 
E: 

Librarians: Penny Kaempff
P: 07 3822 6669
Bridget Barber
P: 07 3161 5337   M: 0467 396 177 
E: barber.household@btinternet.com
Hives Coordinotor: Rod Beahan
M: 0413 430 998
E: rodney@beahan.id.au
Assistant Hives Coordinotor: Tony Gallagher
P: 38210044   M: 0413 430 998 
E: tony@specialequipmentpaper.com
General committee members
Marion Samuels: P: 07 3206 2048 M: 0447 788 116 
E: samuelscwme@ozemail.com.au
Jeff Turner P: 07 3890 1993 M:0427 787 311 
E: randjt@dodo.com.au
Rod Beahan M: 0413 430 998
E: rodney@beahan.id.au

Status Group Name Address Members Admins
Closed Group Australian Flow Hive Bee Keepers: www.facebook.com/groups/1381989935450304/ 2085 2

Closed Group Brisbane Top Bar Bees www.facebook.com/groups/brisbanetopbarbees/ 125 2

Closed Group The Northside Beekeepers Association Inc www.facebook.com/groups/504891766352969/ 108 3

Page All You Can Eat Gardens www.facebook.com/All-You-Can-Eat-Gardens Likes 1295 1

Page Brisbane Backyard Bees www.facebook.com/BrisbaneBackyardBees Likes 3126 1

Page Gold Coast Amateur Beekeepers Society www.facebook.com/GCABS.official/ Likes 273 1

Public  Group Australian Native Bee Network www.facebook.com/groups/australiannativebeenetwork/# 5010 7

Public  Group Central Queensland Beekeepers Association Inc. www.facebook.com/groups/CQBeekeepersAssoc/ 373 4

Public  Group Permapiculture - Natural Beekeeping Australia www.facebook.com/groups/Permapiculture/ 797 3

Public  Group Queensland Bee Keeping www.facebook.com/groups/872123356204031 138 1

Public  Group Townsville & District Beekeepers Assn Inc www.facebook.com/groups/961765710561503/members/ 353 3

Public  Group Treatment Free Beekeepers www.facebook.com/groups/treatmentfreebeekeepers/ 11891 9

Web Page Gold Coast Amateur Beekeepers Society Inc. http://gcabs.net.au/

To provide some insite into the use of Facebook by other bee clubs and 
businesses, below are some links to very interesting facebook groups, 
facebook pages and even the Gold Coast Beekeepers website.



Whats’ on....
Upcoming special activites will be listed here

What’s on - BBA

Equipment hire

Suppliers

John L Guilfoyle Pty Ltd
3474 Cunningham hwy
Mutdapilly, Qld
P: 07 3279 9750
W: johnlguilfoyle.com.au
E: john@johnlguilfoyle.com.au

Quality Beekeeping Supplies
Unit 4B / 10 JiJaws St
Sumner Park Qld 4074
P: 07 3376 5404
W: qualitybeekeepingsupplies.com.au
E: info@qualitybeekeepingsupplies.com.au

Honeybee Australis & CB Palmer & Co.
Rod & Karen Palmer
P.O. Box 298 IPSWICH Qld 4305
IRONBARK Qld 4306 
(phone for appointment and directions)
P: 07 3495 7095 (Office Hours only)
E: sales@honeybee.com.au
W: honeybee.com.au

Equipment Officer: Colin Samuels PH 3206 2048 
• 2 Frame Honey Extractor
• Wax Melter 
• Electric De-capping Knife
• Frame Display Unit 
• Ten Frame Jig (Holds frames in place for faster nailing)

Membership Reminder

Memberships are due 1st July each year.
Please make sure you have paid your yearly fee.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
AND MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Surname:  __________________________________

First name: __________________________________

Address:  __________________________________

        __________________________________

Suburb:   __________________________________ 

P/code   __________

P: ________________________________________

M: ________________________________________

E: ______________________________________@ 

  ________________________________________ 

I hereby apply for membership to Bayside Beekeepers Assoc. Inc.

Signature: __________________________________

Date:    __________________________________
Please return this form together with your payment of 
$25.00(direct deposit, cheque or money order) to:
Treasurer, Bayside Beekeepers Assoc Inc 
PO Box 576
CAPALABA, QLD 4157
Direct Deposit details: 
Heritage Building Society
BSB 638 080
Account Number 6473547 
Account name: Bayside Beekeepers Assn Inc
Please include your surname in as reference details.

New members for October 2016
Richard Ward, Phlip Weis, Ray and Lauea Strohfelot,      
David and Rosie Harvest , Nicole Dennis

WELCOME 

FOR SALE - from members

From Corrine Jordan:
I have a copy of Queen Bee Breeding NSW DPI Book for 
sale brand new $35 (I have ended up with two).
If club members are able to coordinate a group booking of 
10 or more queens to be picked up from Carbrook  I will 
have some available all going to plan between the 5th and 
9th Dec. These will be Italian Queens from a docile and 
productive line and inclusive of marking. I am offering them 
at the special price of  $30 each conditional on one club 
representative picking up more than 10.
As Queen bees are in high demand this season I would 
advise to book in as early as possible. 
PH: 0400 833 017  
146 Fischer Road,Carbrook, QLD4130


