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President’s Report
Here we are and spring is well
and truly on its way, the girls in
our hives are going ten to the
dozen while the drones are
doing what they do best, being
preened by the workers before
going out looking for that lady
who will claim their life
forever.
Now that the weather is
warming (we did have a couple
of cold days) the hives are
getting busy with the workers
gathering more pollen and
nectar, the queen laying more
eggs and you as a beekeeper
should be well and truly
prepared for the summer
season.
Check your hives now to make
sure that all is well, take some
honey and make sure that there
is room in the brood box, it is a
great time to move 3 or 4 of the
older frames out and replace
them with foundation frames.
Ideally brood frames should be
rotated out of the brood box
every 2 – 3 years, so by
replacing 3 or 4 frames each
season this can be achieved.
Plan your season so that you
inspect you brood box at least 3
times a year, the beginning of
spring, mid-summer and again
in autumn, this box is where
most of our problem arise with
diseases and viruses. Our
website
http://gcrb.org.au/education/c
ommon-pests-to-bees-bee-

hives/ contains a very
informative set of brochures
from Plant Health Australia that
all beekeepers should be
familiar with.
August started out with a
“Flowers and Bees” talk that
was well received by the large
attentive audience at the
Robina Garden Club, followed
by a talk for the Blokes Lounge
at the Surfers Paradise Golf
club, coming up in September
we are programed to give
presentations at the Robina
Library and Mermaid Probus
club.
The GCRB stand at the DIG day
for the Gold Coast Botanical
gardens was very successful
with a constant stream of
visitors asking many and varied
questions. It wasn’t until the
end of the day that I realised
the Kevin Finn was purposely
gathering visitors into groups so
that each time I returned from a
walking tour of the Gardens
native bee hives, there was
another group waiting to do the
walk. One of the most
interested guests for the walking
tour was the ABC Radio 91.7
presenter, Amy McDonald who
interviewed me while standing
at the hives. Amy, along with
many of the other visitors were
fascinated that these tiny (34mm) black bees (Tetragonula
Carbonaria ) could return from
foraging and land right on the

Leptospermum in flower

Carbonaria ) could return from foraging
and land right on the lip of their 12mm
hive entry with tiny specs of pollen on
their back legs. One of the problems that
many of the guests had were these tiny
bees landing in their hair, but when I
explained that I didn’t have this problem
one little 7 year old girl put her hands on
her hips and said, “yes, but that’s only
because you have no hair”.
Our web site is up and running, it still
requires a little more information to go
into the PowerPoint Presentation area and
we are slowly getting there.
I had another fall a couple of weeks ago
and now get about like a one armed
pigeon. Foolishly, I missed a step and fell
tearing the muscle off the bone of my left
arm/shoulder joint , blackening my eye
and causing lots of bruising. So now, what
was going to be a simple procedure to
refix the muscle is now going to be a new
shoulder joint, when it can be fitted into
my schedule. Subsequently, the new house
I was looking at is now going to be an
apartment instead ( by a vote of 2 to 1
with my son and daughter)and the last of
my hives move south to Pottsville later
this week.

At 10:00am this Saturday where we will look
at Kevin’s hives and he will demonstrate how
to split and how to re-queen a hive that he
had split the day before.
At all meetings members are welcome to
bring friends and neighbours who may be
interested in learning about the importance
of bees to our world.
Till next we meet again BEE happy
Cheers
JP
John Polley
President
Mobile : 0421 992 208
president@gcrb.org.au

Upcoming Events
. 17/9/16
. 1/10/16
. 23/10/16
. 26/11/16

10:00am Hive Splitting demonstration,
6 Waratah Ct, Bonogin
Info & Training Day
Native Bee expert, Tim Heard speaking
Info & Training Day, Currumbin School
End of Year social evening, Paul Boles’s
house, Ashmore
Please note there will be no meetings in
December & January
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What tree is flowering?
Backyard Weeds

As we know, a variety of flowering species are suitable for honey production. Eucalypts and
natives provide 70-80% of the national honey – with Weeds providing about 20%.
Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale), was named after the French dent de lion, meaning lion’s
tooth, which refers to its toothed leaves. Dandelions are demonised as one of the most
pernicious weeds, but hold back on the mowing and you’ll find a whole range of garden
wildlife depends on them for food, including bees.
While in flower for most of the year, the dandelion’s peak flowering time is from mid- August
to November, when many bees and other pollinators emerge. Each flower in fact consists of up
to 100 florets, each one packed with nectar and pollen. This early, easily available source of
food is a lifesaver for pollinators in spring.
HONEY FACTOR
Probably the single most valuable early spring wildflower is the dandelion. If a hive survives
the winter, beekeepers know the bees will be safe from starvation if they can stay alive until
dandelions bloom. Dandelion pollen is moderately nutritious and the nectar is abundant.
It doesn’t normally produce what we call a ‘surplus’, i.e. enough nectar to produce honey above
and beyond what the bees will use for themselves, so you won’t generally see dandelion honey
for sale, but it gives the bees a huge boost and adds to the health and wellbeing of the hive. So
a very simple, easy way to help honey bees is to refrain from killing the dandelions in your
lawn.

.

“Ask the Expert”
Each edition we will include Q&A’s from Kevin Finn, our most experienced Bee-keeper.

1. 1. I have recently caught a swarm and the hive is growing nicely. Would you re-queen the swarm
hive?
I would not requeen straight away: Look at how the hive is going including how she is laying (the brood pattern)
and if she is performing well. If she has a good brood pattern and the hive is getting stronger & stronger then
look at production (amount of honey being stored) and the temperament is good (they do not attack you every
time you go near the hive). If everything is good, I would not worry about requeening.

2. 2. I have been questioning the use of Apithor mats in controlling SHB. Do you think it’s an
excetpable risk using them? Are there better alternatives?
I think the best way to answer this question is to look at an article by "Garry Levot, Douglas Somerville, Nicholas
Annand, Damian Collins & Idris Barchia (2016): A six-month-long assessment of the health of bee colonies
treated with APITHORTM hive beetle insecticide, Journal of Apicultural Research, DOI:
10.1080/00218839.2016.1158962"
The safety of APITHOR hive beetle insecticide on the health of honey bee colonies was assessed in a field trial in
which 16 bee colonies that were exposed to two consecutive treatments each of three-months duration, were
compared with 10 untreated (control) hives. Measurements of brood area, available hive frames occupied by
bees (hive strength) and hive weight (as an indirect indicator of honey production) were recorded pretreatment and after three- and six-months exposure to APITHOR treatment. Samples of honey and wax
collected from six of the treated hives at the same times were independently tested for the presence of fipronil
and its metabolites, and no residues were detected in any sample at either time. Mean net increases in the
weights of the APITHOR treated and control hives were not significantly different. Similarly, neither mean
brood area nor the mean proportion of available hive frames occupied by bees in the control
and APITHOR treated hives was significantly different from each other at both the three- and six-month posttreatment assessments. Compared to the control hives, however, significantly fewer live beetles were recorded
in the APITHOR treated hives at these times.
Some beekeepers are using the same insecticide in a number of other DIY ways but this research DOES NOT
COVER THE DIY USE of the insecticide. Using the insecticide in home made baits etc is an unacceptable risk and
it is not an approved use of the insecticide.

3. What is an ‘Orientation Flight’ and how is it different to swarming?
Under normal conditions the honey bees will spend the first three week performing in hive duties after that
they will become foragers but before they can do that they need to be able to find their way back to hive hence
the performance of an ‘Orientation Flight’. When conditions are good these flights can occur on a daily basis
(remembering that the queen can lay an average of 1000 - 1500 eggs a day) and will usually occur at around the
same time each day. The number of bees involved can be large in number and last for an average of 10 to 15
minutes and for the beginner beekeeper be cause for alarm. In an orientation flight you will see a lot of bees
leaving the hive, they will often be seen leaving the entrance & walking up the front of hive then flying off a
short distance and fly in ever increasing circles in front of the hive. If you look closely they will be looking back
at the hive.
When a hive is swarming you will see large numbers leaving the hive but they will immediately leave the hive
and will generally create a large elongated circle of bees and will continue until the queen leaves the hive and
settles on a tree or object (generally not too far from the hive) then the elongated circle of bees will settle
around her whilst waiting for the scout bees to return with the news re the location of a new home.
Both the Orientation Flights & Swarming are fairly noisy.
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The Orientation flight

What is “Switchel”
Switchel, also known as Haymaker's Punch and Swizzy, is a
healthy and tasty fermented drink that originates in the
Caribbean. It is a zesty drink that combines the benefits of
apple cider vinegar, raw honey, lemon and ginger for a
refreshing drink that quenches thirst even on the hottest
summer day.
Here is my favourite recipe that makes 5 servings:
Ingredients:
* 6 cups water
* 1/4 cup smashed fresh root ginger pieces
* 6 tablespoons of raw honey
* 4 tablespoons lemon juice
* 3 tablespoons cider vinegar
Preparation Instructions:
1. Combine 2 cups water with the smashed ginger pieces in a small saucepan. Bring to a boil,
boil for a few minutes. Remove from the heat and let it cool down.
2. Strain the ginger-infused water into a jug. Press on the ginger pieces to extract the liquid.
3. Add honey and stir the mixture until all the honey is dissolved.
4. Add lemon juice, cider vinegar, and the remaining 4 cups of water.
5. Store in the refrigerator and chill overnight.
The Waggle
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Manuka: New Zealand moves to trademark the word, alarming
Australian honey producers
The World Today By Clint Jasper Posted 26 Aug 2016,
Australian producers have been alarmed by moves in New Zealand to trademark the
word Manuka.
Manuka honey is a popular and expensive product, thanks in part to celebrity endorsements.
The honey is expensive because it is produced from a single plant — Leptospermum scoparium.
In export markets it sells for around $150 per kilogram, and demand in China has been booming as
consumers there seek out its medical benefits.
Industry estimates have put the combined export value of the Australian and New Zealand industry at
around $300 million.
Despite the fact the plant grows natively in Australia, New Zealanders say the word, the plant and the
honey the bees make it from is theirs.
John Rawcliffe, New Zealand's Unique Manuka Factor Honey Association, has been one of those
pushing to have it trademarked.
He said while the honey came off the same plant grown in both countries, the bee was "representative
of this environment".
"It's a lot about New Zealand and that needs to be, because the consumer wants it from New Zealand,
wants to know that that word, Manuka, is linked to New Zealand and that's what we're doing," he said.
"The same that's been implied internationally with champagne and whiskey."
If successful, Australian producers of the honey would not be able to call it Manuka — the New
Zealanders said they would prefer for them to instead call it Tea Tree honey.
"The word is a Maori word, and that needs to be protected and ensured it's held in its rightful place
here as part of New Zealand," Mr Rawcliffe said.
Trevor White, from the Australian Honey Bee Industry Council, said the move was ridiculous and that
he had evidence the word was used in Tasmania, where the same plant grows, by Aboriginals living
there.
"I will certainly be objecting to any applications for having a restrictive use of that particular name," he
said.
"Because that plant is here in Australia, and the name has been used in Australia for many years
going way back into the 1800s," Mr White said.
The trademark application has been lodged in New Zealand, and local producers will now have to wait
and see how it progresses.
One local producer told ABC that Canberra was home to a suburb of the same name, and that the
plant was an Australian native, so New Zealand producers would have to mount a compelling
argument to have it trademarked.
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Club Equipment and supplies :
Our equipment officer, John de Boer, has most bee-keeping requirements in stock. Members
requiring stocks should call John (0417 142 073) and check stock-on-hand and make a suitable
time to collect from his Ashmore address.
Stock on Special during Sept & October :



Smokers
27kg (20ltr) Buckets
27kg Bucket w honeygate

$59.00
$17.50
$39.50

*
*

Club Shirts
Club hats

$25.00
$15.00

Club Officers :
John Polley (Pres) Mob: 0421 992 208
John de Boer (Equipment) - Mob: 0417 142 073
Roslyn de Boer(Treasurer) - Mob: 0417 142 072
Kevin Finn (Committee) Mob: 0413 282 836
Wayne Mole (Swarms) Mob: 0409 511 560

Next Information and Training meeting to be held:
Saturday 1st Oct 2016
12:00pm start Currumbin Community Special
School

Please note that whilst Einstein may not have actually said this, it is believed that he should have!
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