
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our new club (GCRB) has been 
formed to promote beekeeping in 
the Gold Coast and surrounding 
areas, bees are what we are all 
about.  

Whether we keep bees so that we 
have our own supply of honey, for 
the pollination of our gardens and 
vegetable patches or because we 
realise the importance of bees for 
the pollination of so many of the 
essential crops that form the 
essential human food chain, we 
must ensure that we do the right 
thing by the bees as well as 
ourselves and surrounding 
community, by maintaining clean 
healthy hives. 

Even the most experienced apiarist 
at some time may find that one or 
more of their hives have American 
Foul Brood (AFB), Chalkbrood, Small 
Hive Beetle (SHB), or any of the 
other diseases that may descend on 
our hives. But it is how you handle 
the problem that show the mark of a 
good beekeeper. It is not a personal 
stigma if your hives get AFB, a slime 
out from SHB or any other disease, 
but a responsible beekeeper will 
take immediate steps to rectify the 
problem using the approved and 
recommended procedures. Keeping 
correct records and logs on each of 
your hives also provides yourself and 
if necessary, GCRB with an accurate 
record of what is happening within 
our small part of the Bee world. 

The new web site for the Gold Coast 
Regional Beekeepers Inc. is under 
construction at present but should 
have a contacts page up and running 
this week. The web address will be 
www.gcrb.org.au  and should be 
fully up and running by early June. If 
you have any ideas or suggestions of 
what you would like to see on the 
site please give me a call (0421 992 
208) or email me at 
johnpolley@bigpond.com .  

We have been advised that we have 
been successful with our application 
for the Mudgeeraba Show that will 
be held on the last weekend in June 
(25th/26th), volunteers will be 
needed to help setup on Friday 24th 
and man the display over the 
weekend. Please contact Tanya, 
Roslyn or myself with your details 
and the hours you could help out. 

Our first “Introduction to 
Beekeeping” course was held on the 
weekend of 14th/15th May. It was 
very successful, getting great feed 
back from all who attended.   

We have some prototype club shirts 
that the committee members will be 
wearing at the next meeting, June 4 
at the Vietnam Veterans Mens Shed, 
Leagues Club Drive, Nerang, so 
please give us your opinions. I will 
say that Paul Boles and I will be the 2 
standout models for the shirts. 
(Wear your sunglasses!) 

Cheers and Happy Beekeeping to all.  
JP 
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 We are the volunteer rescue arm 
of the G.C.R.B., and our purpose 
is to save swarms and hives that 
have located themselves’ in 
harm’s way. Remember “No Bee, 
No Me”. 
Even though the Spring/Summer 
swarm season has ended, we still 
get calls to remove bees from 
unusual places. Recently, we 
were called upon to remove a 
swarm from the canopy of a 
large boat up at Paradise Point 
and Energex called us to remove 
some bees that had set up house 
in a green power box outside 
some houses in Highland Park. 
This week we will be removing 
some bees from a carport in 
Labrador for an elderly 
gentleman that would rather 
have the bees removed than 
destroyed. We wish everyone 
had the same consideration for 
bees. 
We will be looking for volunteers 
to assist in this extraction. This 
is a great way to learn how to 
handle hives and swarms that 
you may come across. 
 
If you would like to be involved, 
contact our President John 
Polley ph 0421 992 208  for 
details of where and when this 
will take place,  put your name 
down to assist or even observe. 
Handson experience is the best 
way to understand the do’s and 
don’ts of bee behaviour and bee 
husbandry from some of our 
more experienced beekeepers.  
 

 

The Bee Ranger Report 
By Wayne Mole 

Members often ask about the type of flora in their area.  
To assist, we will include a tree/ shrub each issue to help 

you identify what the bees might be enjoying.  

Corymbia torelliana  aka  “Cadaghi” 
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A large tree with rough bark on the lower part 

of the trunk and smooth greyish-green bark on 

the upper part of the trunk. The leaves are 

relatively large, broad, and roughly hairy 

(unlike most other eucalypts).  

Common names  

Also known as:           cadaga, cadaghi, 

cadaghi gum, cadagi, cadagi tree,  

Family                         Myrtaceae 

Deciduous                   No 

Flowering time            Spring - Summer 

Native/Exotic              Native 

Origin                          Native to the rainforests 

of northern Queensland (i.e. on the Atherton            

Tablelands). 

Known distribution     Naturalised beyond its 

native range in south-eastern and central 

Queensland. 

Habitat                         It is a weed of roadsides 

and waterways, disturbed sites, waste areas,    

and open woodlands in the sub-tropical regions 

of Australia (particularly in areas that are close 

to habitation). 

Habit                            A large tree growing up 

to 30 m in height. 

Cadaghi (Corymbia torelliana) is regarded as 

an environmental weed in south-eastern 

Queensland and as a potential environmental 

weed in New South Wales. It is becoming a 

serious weed in Queensland, where native bees 

collect its resin-coated seeds and spread it into 

eucalypt forests all over south-eastern 

Queensland. This species has a very dense 

canopy of large leaves that is well suited to the 

rainforests of northern Queensland. When 

growing in open woodlands, outside its native 

range, it creates a heavy shade over the native 

understorey plants and prevents them from 

growing. It therefore has a significant potential 

to modify the diversity and structure of the 

native forests in sub-tropical Australia. 

Stem and leaves The bark on the lower part of 

the trunk is persistent, rough, and dark brown 

or reddish-brown in colour (i.e. fibrous and/or 

scaly like a bloodwood). The remainder of the 

trunk has smooth bark that is often shed in 

strips. This bark is initially greenish or greyish-

green in colour but after being exposed for 

some time it turns grey in colour. The 

spreading branches are borne at almost right 

angles to the main trunk and younger stems can 

usually covered in short reddish or whitish 

hairs (i.e. they are pubescent). The leaves on 

young plants (i.e. juvenile leaves) are 

oppositely or alternately arranged with broadly 

egg-shaped (i.e. ovate) leaf blades (up to 20 cm 

long and 11 cm wide). They have pointed or 

rounded tips (i.e. acute or obtuse apices) and 

rounded to heart-shaped (i.e. obtuse to cordate) 

bases. The leaf blades and leaf stalks (i.e. 

petioles) can be rough to touch (i.e. scabrous) 

because of a covering of tough short hairs. The 

adult leaves are not that much different from 

the juvenile leaves. They are alternately 

arranged, egg-shaped in outline (i.e. ovate) and 

taper to a point (i.e. acute apex). These leaves 

(7.5-16 cm long and 1.8-3.5 cm wide) have a 

wedge-shaped (i.e. cuneate) or asymmetrical 

base. 

 

Flowers and fruits The white flowers are 

borne in small groups (of 3-7 flowers) that are 

arranged into larger clusters at the tips of the 

branches (i.e. in terminal panicles). The flower 

buds (7-12 mm long) are oval (i.e. ellipsoid) to 

egg-shaped (i.e. ovoid) and smooth. They have 

a hemispherical ‘lid’ (i.e. operculum or 

calyptra) that is shed when the flower opens. 

Each flower has a swollen base (i.e. 

hypanthium), numerous white or cream 

coloured stamens, and a central style 

topped with a small stigma. Flowering 

occurs mostly during spring. The fruit are 

woody capsules (they are not 'nuts') that 

contain many small seeds. These fruit (9-13 

mm long and 10-14 mm wide) are rounded 

(i.e. globular) or urn-shaped (i.e. urceolate) 

with three compartments. They turn from 

green to grey or brown in colour as they 

mature. The seeds are egg-shaped (i.e. 

ovoid), kneecap-shaped (i.e. patelliform) or 

somewhat flattened and red or reddish-

brown in colour. 

This species reproduces by seed. Seeds 

are spread by wind, water, native bees, 

and in dumped garden waste. 

Corymbia torelliana aka  “Cadaghi” 
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“Ask the Expert” 
Each week we will include Q&A’s from Kevin Finn, our most experienced Bee-keeper. 

Q1.         With winter approaching, what should I be doing additionally to my hive?  Mrs G, Nerang 

In April or early May, while it is still warm, you need to check the brood box to ensure that you have healthy 

brood and no disease. Make sure that you leave sufficient supplies for them to survive the winter,(two storey 

hive will need a minimum of 4 to 5 frames of honey). If you have a three storey hive make sure that it is strong 

enough that the bees are covering all the frames, if not reduce it down to two boxes. Hive inspections during 

winter should be kept to a minimum and avoid disturbing the brood box. In July watch for a build up of drone 

numbers, when standing near the hive you can hear the drones as they make a lot more noise, as this is an 

indication that the hive has identified that there is a need for drones to mate with virgin queens and a warning 

to the beekeeper to be vigilant in swarm prevention. 
 

Q2.         I seem to have an increased SHB activity. I use Ampithor traps but still high numbers each time I 

check (fortnightly. What should I do?  George P, Molendinar 

Apithor traps should be replaced every three months in the hive(this can sometimes be extended over winter as 

the SHB is generally not as active when it gets cold), if they do not appear to be working check that the bees 

have not blocked off the opening. If the hive is strong and the Apithor is current and not blocked snd SHB are 

still a problem then you will need to supplement it by adding other traps such as the beetle jail which is an oil 

trap that fits between the frames. Keeping the hives in a sunny position also helps in keeping the SHB under 

control. 

 

Q3.         I recently saw a double brood hive.  What is the advantages of doing this?  Paul, Ashmore 

Ask the same question of 10 beekeepers and you will get 10 different answers. In my opinion here are 

advantages & disadvantages of keeping a double brood system one advantage is that when the frames are not 

being used to store honey the queen can use them to lay her eggs and when there is a honey flow the bees will 

drive the queen back down to the bottom super by filling the cell with honey when a bee hatches out thus 

preventing the queen from laying an egg. In order to make the best of a honey flow you need bees and the more 

bees the more honey you will (should) collect. When splitting a hive (if they are not full of honey) you will 

have more frames of brood available and hopefully more bees. One of the disadvantages is when you are 

working the hive there are a lot more bees to contend with and you have a lot more equipment in the field. i am 

in the second brood box a lot more and there is always a chance (if not careful) of killing the queen. 

 
 “Introduction to Beekeeping  Course 1 of 2016” 

Our first new members "Introduction to Beekeeping" course was run on the weekend of 14th/15th of May, 
with presentations, demonstrations and some practical beekeeping to help the newbee’s get started. 
A special thanks must go to Kevin and Julie, Wayne and Sandra  for their help and hospitality in providing 
their homes as venues for the practical sessions.  Tanya and the amazing Roslyn and John de Boer for 
their assistance on the weekend, John has proven that he is still the best BBQ cook about. At the bottom 
of this article I will provide a list of the contact details for these people so that you can contact any of 
them if you have and questions or need information about the club. 
GCRBs welcome our new members who joined on the weekend after completing the course, all are first 
time beekeepers that are looking forward to building the hive boxes and frames then getting Nuc’s in 
spring. 
Buzz taking then through how to light a smoker, JP showing how to assemble frames 
The attendees were fortunate enough to witness an inaugural flight of a new hatching of bees whilst 
doing hive inspections on such a perfect late autumn day, and were amused by the bees backing up when 
the flight path to their hive was blocked by a person standing in their way. Queen bees were found (both 
marked and unmarked) during the hive inspections and frames of brood were handled and inspected by 
the new members so that they could witness all stages of the bee’s growth. 
John de Boer again showed his skills as the prefect BBQ king, with all fully satisfied with the great food he 
produced. 
All present had the chance to assemble frames, both singularly and by putting 10 together at the one time 
using the framing jig and an Aldi air nail gun. 
A great weekend was had by all concerned 



The Waggle Page 5 
 

 
 

 



The Waggle Page 6 
 

 

 
Honey Bee & Pollination (article from AHBIC magazine) (Honey & Bee Industry)  

Overview 

The Australian honey bee industry produces between 20,000 and 30,000 tonnes of honey annually. Approximately 
4,630 tonnes is exported per year (of the three years to March 2014); 70 per cent of Australian honey is produced 
from native flora. While honey is the major commercial output of the honey bee industry, there are a number of other 
products which also add to the income of honey bee businesses, and include paid pollination services, beeswax 
production, queen bee and packaged bee sales. 
 
In 2014, the Australian Bureau of Agriculture and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) determined the gross 
value of production (GVP) of the beekeeping industry in 2012-13 was $88 million, with a forecasted GVP of $92 million 
in 2013-14 (ABARES 2014). The relatively small beekeeping industry GVP understates the industry’s value to 
agriculture and the economy in general through pollination services and, potentially, the value of honey and honey 
products in medical uses.  
 
There are approximately 12,400 registered beekeepers in Australia with around 528,000 hives (AHBIC 2014). Some 
102,000 hives are used for paid pollination and between 80,000 and 100,000 hives provide pollination services on a 
mutually beneficial basis (honey production). Over 70 per cent of hives are operated by commercial beekeepers with 
more than 200 hives, and most commercial apiarists operate between 400 to 800 hives; some have more than 3,000 
hives. 
 
Queen bee breeding is specialised and there are growing markets, especially in North America, for Australian queen 
and package bees, although the USA has a current ban on the importation of live bees from Australia. While this 
sector of the industry is relatively profitable, the major constraints are freight costs, the constant threat of export 
bans, and the limited number of skilled queen bee breeders (AHBIC 2014). 
The beekeeping industry faces a number of risks, including the entry and spread of exotic pests and diseases (for 
example, the Varroa mite), economic pressures on the honey producing industry and reduced access by beekeepers to 
areas of native flora (Pollination Australia Business Plan, 2008).  
 
The impact of an exotic pest or disease incursion is considered to be the most significant risk. Such an event would 
substantially increase beekeepers’ costs, reduce their productivity and limit the current extensive movement of hives 
around Australia. Moreover, it would severely impact on, if not destroy, the existing feral honey bee population, 
leading to the loss of much of the incidental honey bee pollination that many horticultural industries rely upon 
(Pollination Australia Business Plan, 2008). 
Statutory levies paid by industry participants, matched dollar for dollar by the Australian Government (up to 0.5 per 
cent of the industry’s GVP) are provided to the Honey Bee and Pollination RD&E Program to improve the productivity 
and profitability of the Australian bee keeping industry through the organisation, funding and management of a 
research, development and extension program that is both stakeholder and market-focused. Horticulture Innovation 
Australia (HIA) also supports Program research. 
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Club Equipment and supplies :  
Our equipment officer, John de Boer, has most bee-keeping requirements in stock.  Members 
requiring stocks should call John (0417 142 073) and check stock-on-hand and make a suitable 
time to collect from his Ashmore address. 
 
In due course details will be provided of equipment that can be hired incl honey extractors and an 
uncapping knife. 

Next meeting to be held : 
4th June 2016 

Vietnam Vets Hall 
18 leagues Club Dr 

Nerang 
For a 9:00 - 9:30 start 

 

Club Officers : 
John Polley (Pres) -    Mob: 0421 992 208 
John de Boer (Equipment) -  Mob: 0417 142 073 
Roslyn de Boer(Treasurer)  -  Mob: 0417 142 072 
Kevin Finn (Committee) - Mob: 0413 282 836 
Wayne Mole (Swarms)  - Mob: 0409 511 560 
Tanya Chilcott (Sec) -  Mob: 0474 650 731 

 


